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n behalf of the Bangla-

desh Society for Puja &
Culture, | welcome you and
your family to the auspicious
occasion of our Durga Puja
2012.

We are glad to say that this
year again we will be cele-
brating Durga Puja with the
sound of Shankha, Dhak and
the hymes of Pushpanjali or
the fragrance of dhoop and
the traditional lip smacking
Bhoge Prosad.

We hope to be immersed in
the spirit of Durga Puja and
the feeling of happiness and
joy that fill our hearts when
we offer our prayers to Maa
Durga.

Our devoted members in
BSPC are working tirelessly
to make this puja enjoyable
for both you and your family,
while also considering that
many of us here are far away
from our true homes and

loved ones.

We are also happy to inform
you that we are able to
maintain the high quality of
publication of “Nibedan” as
we have held onto this last
years. For this faithfulness,
we express our gratitude to
our writers and sponsors for
their contributions.

| would also like to thank our
publication team for their
hard work and sleepless
nights to bring this
“‘Nibedan” to your hands on
this Durga Puja.

Jai Maa Durga.........
- Partha Saha
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Greeting from the President

Welcome to the Durga Puja Festival 2012. Devotees on earth wel-
C come Her with 'dhak' beats and great pomp. In our custom a
face unveiling ritual is followed by some other rituals like 'bodhon’,

‘amontron' and 'adhibas’. Finally the Durga Puja commences and we
believe the Goddess will fulfil the wishes of all devotees. The essence

of Durga Puja is to embrace peace and happiness and avoid evils from
the society.

President

Mr Sandip Guha A society is a community of people wherg there are rules and regula-
0412 850 972 tions to enable everyone harmony. It consists of variety of people each
with different talents, and beliefs but working together in cooperative

way. There are opportunities for learning in the larger society and also

Vice President the opportunities for entertainment. Bangladesh Society for Puja and

Culture is almost exactly like the larger society. Here people,

Mr Utpal Shaha irrespective of cast, creed and religion working together for its smooth
0431 393 890 running_

General Secretary Like all previous years, this year also we have tried our best to suc-

Mr Litu Podder cessfully organize our social and cultural activities. | also thank to the

executive committee, to all others members and well wishers for main-
taining its aesthetic values.

0408 020 688

Assistant General Secretary So in the end, | should pray to “Divine Mother “to give us enough
Mr Swapan Biswas courage to do well for the betterment of mankind.

0421 133 031 Enjoy the day and Thank you.

Treasurer - Sam[ip guﬁa

Dr Ashutosh Barai
0431 843 302

Cultural Secretary gree ting ﬁom tﬁe g ene Td[ S ecre tdi:)l

Mr Rathindra Nath Dhali
0431 233 883

Namaskar!
Public Relations Secretary

Mr. Partha Saha

B y the blessing of Divine Mother we are able to continue celebra-
tion of Durga Puja Festival this year. | welcome all our mem-

0423 654 416 bers, friends and well-wishers to this celebration.
) Maa Durga also known as Bhavani, Amba, Chandika, Gauri, Parvati,
Executive Members Mahishasuramardini. Shi is the symbol of courage, strength, ethics
Dr Narayan Das and protection. She is the destroyer of sin and evil and the saviour
of morality and ethics. Thank you for joining us on this auspicious
0433 162 753 celebration to pray together to Maa Durga for peace and harmony

among mankind.
Mr Sushovan Das g

0425 435 352 | would like to extend my heartfelt thank to all members of our socie-
_ ty and well-wisher for their valuable participation and contribution for
Mr Nirmal Chowdhury making this celebration successful.

0404 040 163

Durga Puja is the time for fun, feasts and celebration so please
Mr Nirmalya Talukder enjoy!

0401 227 529 _
- Litu Podder
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FORMS OF MAA& DURGA

aa Durga appears in different

forms. As the ten-armed
Goddess, Maa Durga presents a
radiantly beautiful form that is be-
witching to behold. That special
form is somehow simultaneously
wrathful and benign and transmits
profound spiritual teachings in an
exacting manner. The nine-day
period from the new moon day to
the ninth day of Ashvina is consid-
ered the most auspicious time of
the Hindu calendar and is hence,
the most celebrated time of the
year as Durga Puja. The nine dif-
ferent forms of Devi are worshiped
over the nine days.

The most popular forms under

which she is worshiped are:

1) Shailaputri (daughter of
mountain)

2) Brahmacharini

3) Chandraghanta

4) Kushmanda

5) Skanda Mata

6) Katyayan

7) KalRatri

8) Maha Gauri

9) Siddhidatri

1) Shailputri (Daughter of
Mountain)

As daughter of Himalaya and first
among nine Durgas (in the previ-
ous birth she was the daughter of
Daksha). Her name was Sati —
Bhavani, i.e. the wife of Lord Shi-
va. Once Daksha had organized a
big Yagna (praying with lighting a
fire) and did not invite Shiva. But
Sati being obstinate, reached
therein that Yagna, Daksha insult-
ed Shiva. Sati could not tolerate
the insult of her husband and
burnt herself in the fire of Yagna.
In other birth she became the
daughter of the Himalaya in the
name of Parvati Hemavati and got
married with Shiva. As per Upani-
shad (one of our religious scrip-
tures) she had torn the egotism of
Indra (king of Heaven), and other
Devtas. Being ashamed they
bowed and prayed that, "In fact,
thou are Shakti (power), we all-
Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva are
powerful only with your power.”

2) Brahmacharini

The second Durga Shakti is Bra-
hamcharini. Brahma that is who
observes penance (tapa) and good
conduct. Here ‘Brahma’ means
‘Tapa’. The idol of this Goddess is
very gorgeous. There is rosary in
her right hand and ‘Kamandal’ in
left hand. She is full with merri-
ment. A famous story about her is,
in the previous birth, she was Par-
vati Hemavati, the daughter of
Himvan. Once when she was busy
in playing games with her friends,
Naradaji (messenger of Gods)
came to her and predicted seeing
her palm-lines that, "you will get
married with a naked-terrible
'‘BholeBaba' who was with you
when you were in the form of Sati,
the daughter of Daksh in previous
birth. But now you have to perform
penance for him." There upon Par-
vati told her mother Menaka that
she would marry none except
Shambhu, otherwise she would
remain unmarried. Saying this she
went to observe penance. That is
why her name is famous as Tapa-
charini, Uma — the Brahmacharini.
From that time her name Uma be-
came familiar.

3) Chandraghanta

The third Shakti is Chandraghan-
ta. There is a half-circular moon in
her forehead. She is charming and
bright. She is Golden in colour.
She has three eyes and ten hands
holding ten types of weapons, bow
and arrows etc. She is seated on
Lion and ready for going into war
to destroy the evils. She is the un-
precedented image of bravery. The
frightful sound of her bell terrifies
all the opponents, demons and
Danavas (Ashuras).

4) Kushmanda

The fourth Durga is Kushmanda.
The Shakti creates egg, i.e. uni-
verse by mere laughing. She re-
sides in the solar systems. She
shines brightly in all the ten direc-
tions like the Sun. She has eight
hands. Seven types of weapons
are shining in her seven hands,

- Narayan Chowdhury

Rosary is in her right hand. She
looks brilliant riding on Lion. She
likes the offerings of ‘Kumhde’,
therefore her name ‘Kushmanda’
has become famous.

5) Skanda Mata

The fifth Durga is Skanda Mata.
The daughter of the Himalaya,
after observing penance got mar-
ried with Lord Shiva. She had a
son named ‘Skanda’. Skanda is a
leader of the army of Gods. Skan-
da Mata is a deity of fire. Skanda
is seated in her lap. She has
three eyes and four hands. She is
white and seated on a lotus.

6) Katyayani

Sixth Durga is Katyayani. The
son of ‘Kat as ‘Katya’. Rishi
Katyayan was born in this ‘Katya’
lineage. Katyayan had observed
penance with a desire to get Pa-
ramba as his daughter. As a re-
sult she took birth as a daughter
of Katyayan. Therefore, her name
is ‘Katyayani’. She has three eyes
and eight hands. There are eight
types of weapons, missiles in her
seven hands. She is riding on
Lion.

7) Kalratri

Seventh Durga is Kalratri. She is
black like night. Her hairs are un-
locked. She has put on necklaces
shining like lightening. She has
three eyes which are round like
universe. Her eyes are bright.
Thousands of flames of fire come
out of her nose while respiring.
She rides on Shava (dead body).
There is a sharp sword in her
right hand. Her lower hand is in
blessing posture. The burning
torch (moshal) is in her left hand
and her lower left hand is in
blessing style, by which she as-
sures her devotees not to be
afraid of. Being auspicious she is
called ‘Shubhamkari’.

8) Maha Gauri

Eighth Durga is ‘Maha Gauri’.
She is as white as a conch,

(Continued on page 12)
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ADYA- SHAKTI : THE SUPREME POWER

[This article is dedicated to my Late Parents]

"Ya devi Sarbabhutesu Shakti-

rupena Sansthita
Namastasyei Namastasyei,

Namastasyei Namonamah."

- Sri Sri Chandi

ahamaya, the power of

Mahashakti (The Suprme
Power) plays a vital role in creat-
ing the three qualitative shapes.
Mahashakti, the Supreme power,
is called Durga Shakti. The con-
ceptual power has been imagined
by the Hindus as Durga Shakti.
By the help of the Supreme soul
(Adi Purusha) and the Supreme
Power (Adyashakti), three other
shapes have been created from
the Supreme Power. They are
Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva; and
from the supreme power the
shapes created are Maha Saras-
wati, Maha Laxmi and Mahakali.
Maha Saraswati is well known as
Brahmani, Mahalaxmi as
Vaishnavi and Mahakali  as
Maheswari. Durga Shakti is the
fundamental cause of all the pre-
sent or past worldly occurrences.

The power of the supreme soul
and the energy of supreme power
combined together stands at the
root of creation of the Universe.
This supremacy is the very
essence of all forms of worldly
knowledge. So it is usually
referred to as something beyond
limits of manifestation, super
knowledge or kinetic energy or
potential energy. She is manifest-
ed and characterised in different
shapes & forms. According to the
principles of  three qualities of
Satwa, Raja and Tama, Durga
Shakti is the symbol of Satwa.
Natural power is the symbol of
Raja and General Energy is the
symbol of Tama. Durga Shakti is
called as Adhyashakti, or Para-
matma Shakti or Ati Prakrutika
Shakti.

This Shakti creates and controls
the Universal Energy. General
Energies are called Jada Shakti or
Tamashakti. In the age of destruc-
tion, there is more necessity of

Jada Shakti and the people keep

faith on Jadashakti [Shiva (The
destroyer) and the Tamarupee
Shakti Kalil. The Pancha Maha-
bhuta Shakti or Prakrutika Shakti
is the power of Panch Mahabhuta
or the earth, water, fire or the
sun, Air and Sphere. Earth is cre-
ative energy, water is energy of
expression, sphere is preservative
energy, air is serpentine power
and fire is destructive energy. The-
se energies are well known as Nat-
ural Energy. Universal Energies
are based on the Natural Energy.
Without the help of the Natural
power, the general energy can not
be produced. Kinetic Energy, po-
tential, electrical, magnetic, sound
and atomic- all energies are pro-
duced from the Nature. Without
water, the electricity can not be
produced and without air, the
sound energy can not be generat-
ed. So all the energies are being
produced and controlled by the
Supreme power or Durga Shakti.
This power makes stationary ob-
jects movable and impossible to
possible.

Supreme Mother, Debi Adya-
shakti Mahamaya, Durge-Durgati-
nashini, represents the empower-
ing and protective nature of moth-
erhood. The divine Mother, mani-
fests herself in various forms, rep-
resenting the universal creative
force. She becomes Mother Nature
(Mula Prakriti), who gives birth to
all life forms as plants, animals,
and such from Herself; and she

- Dr Renu Deb-Das

sustains and nourishes them
through her body, that is the earth
with its animal life, vegetation,
and minerals. Ultimately, She re-
absorbs all life forms back into
Herself, or "devours" them to sus-
tain Herself as the power of death
feeding on life to produce new
life. She also gives rise to Maya
(the illusive world) and to prakriti,
the force that galvanizes the di-
vine ground of existence into self-
projection as the cosmos.

Shakti, meaning sacred force or
empowerment, is the elemental
cosmic energy and represents the
dynamic forces that are thought
to move through the entire Uni-
verse in Hinduism. Shakti is the
concept, or personification, of
divine feminine creative power,
sometimes referred to as 'The
Great Divine Mother' in Hinduism.
Not only is the Shakti responsible
for creation, it is also the agent of
all change. Shakti is cosmic exist-
ence as well as liberation, its
most significant form being the
Kundalini Shakti, a mysterious
psycho-spiritual force. Shakti ex-
ists in a state of Svéatantrya, de-
pendent on no-one, being interde-
pendent with the entire universe.
In Shaktism, Shakti is wor-
shipped as the Supreme Being.

However, in other Hindu traditions
of Shaivism and Vaishnavism,
Shakti embodies the active femi-
nine energy Prakriti of Purusha,
who is Vishnu in Vaishnavism or
Shiva in Shaivism. Vishnu's
female counterpart is Lakshmi,
and Parvati is being the female
half of Shiva. The elemental fem-
inine creative-preservative-
destructive energy, Shakti, is con-
sidered to be the motive force
behind all action and existence in
the phenomenal cosmos.

“Jago tumi jago Durga
Jago Dashapraharana Dharini,
Abhoyo Shaktir Balapradayini
tumi Jago!”

SOK R
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MOTHER DURGA AND THE KRISHNA CONSCIQUSNESS

other Durga is the external po-

tency of the Lord, and she is
associated with Lord Siva, and Lord
Siva is considered as the greatest
of the Vaisnavas:

Nimna-ganam yatha ganga
devanam acyuto yatha,
Vaisnavanam yatha sambhuh
purananam idam tatha.

Just as the Ganga is the greatest of
all rivers, Lord Acyuta the supreme
among deities and Lord Sambhu
[Siva] the greatest of Vaisnavas, so
Srimad-Bhagavatam is the greatest
of all Puranas.(Srimad Bhagavatam
12.13.16)

The goddess Durga is called moth-
er, and Lord Siva is called father. A
pure Vaisnava should be very care-
ful to engage in his specific duty
without criticizing others. This is the
safest position. Otherwise, if one
tends to criticize others, he may
commit the great offense of criticiz-
ing a Vaisnava.

We all are the children of mother
Durga, but she is not an ordinary
mother. As soon as there is a small
discrepancy with the demonic be-
havior, mother Durga immediately
punishes the demon so that he may
come to his senses. This is ex-
plained by Lord Krishna in Bhaga-
vad-gita (7.14):

Daivi hy esa guna-mayi
mama maya duratyaya,
Mam eva ye prapadyante
mayam etam taranti te.

“This divine energy of Mine, con-
sisting of the three modes of mate-
rial nature, is difficult to overcome.
But those who have surrendered
unto Me can easily cross beyond
it.” To surrender to Krishna means
to surrender to His devotees also,
for no one can be a proper servant
of Krishna unless he is a proper
servant of a devotee. Chariya Vais-
nava-seva nistara payeche keba:
without serving a servant of Krish-
na, one cannot be elevated to being
a servant of Krishna Himself.

As stated in the Padma Purana by
Lord Siva to mother Parvati:

Aradhananam sarvesam
visnor aradhanam param,
Tasmat parataram devi
tadiyanam samarcanam.

“Of all types of worship, the wor-
ship of Lord Visnu is best, and bet-
ter than the worship of Lord Visnu
is the worship of His devotee, the
Vaisnava.” There are many demi-
gods worshiped by people who are
attached to material desires
(kamais tais tair hrita jnanah
prapadyante’nya-devatah [Bg.
7.20]). Because people are embar-
rassed by so many material de-
sires, they worship Lord Siva, Lord
Brahma, the goddess Kali, Durga,
Ganesa and Surya to achieve dif-
ferent results. However, one can
achieve all these results simultane-
ously just by worshiping Lord
Visnu.

All the demigods are different parts
of the Lord, and if we offer service
to them, we actually serve the Lord
Himself. Demigod worship is men-
tioned in Brahma-sambhita, but ac-
tually the slokas advocate worship
of the Supreme Personality of God-
head, Govinda. For instance, wor-
ship of the goddess Durga is men-
tioned this way in Brahma-sambhita
(5.44):

Sristi-sthiti-pralaya-sadhana-saktir
eka

Chayeva yasya bhuvanani vibharti

Durga

Icchanurupam api yasya ca cestate
sa

Govindam adi-purusam tam aham

bhajami.

“The external potency, maya, who
is of the nature of the shadow of
the Cit [spiritual] potency, is wor-
shiped by all people as Durga, the
creating, preserving and destroying
agency of this mundane world. |
adore the primeval Lord Govinda,
in accordance with whose will Dur-
ga conducts herself.”

Following the orders of Sri Krishna,
the goddess Durga creates, main-
tains and annihilates. The ordinary
people do not know that mother
Durga-devi is but the shadow or the
external energy of the Lord Sri

- Madhurya Krishna Bhattacharya

Krishna. Behind her astonishing
display of material workings is the
direction of the Lord, as confirmed
in the Bhagavad-Gita (9.10) “ This
material nature, which is one of
My energies, is working under My
direction, O son of Kunti, produc-
ing all moving and nonmoving be-
ings. Under its rule this manifesta-
tion is created and annihilated
again and again”.

We should worship the demigods
in that spirit. Because the god-
dess Durga satisfies Krishna, we
should therefore offer respects to
goddess Durga. Because Lord
Siva is nothing but Krishna’s func-
tional body, we should therefore
offer respects to Lord Siva. Simi-
larly, we should offer respects to
Brahma, Agni and Surya. There
are many offerings to different
demigods, and one should always
remember that these offerings are
usually meant to satisfy the Su-
preme Personality of Godhead. In
the Mahabharata, among the
thousand names of Visnu, it is
said yajna-bhug yajna-krid yajnah.
The enjoyer of yajna, the perform-
er of yajna and yajna itself are the
Supreme Lord.

According to a verse of the Vedic
mantras, parasya saktir vividhaiva
sruyate: [Sri Chaitanya Chari-
tamrita. Madhya 13.65] the Su-
preme Personality of Godhead
has different varieties of energies.
As stated in Bhagavad-gita, all
living entities are marginal ener-
gies of the Supreme Lord. There-
fore it is the duty of all living enti-
ties to serve this Supreme Per-
son. Durga is the representation
in the material world of both the
marginal and external energies,
and Lord Siva is the representa-
tion of the Supreme Person. The
connection of Lord Siva and Am-
bika, or Durga, is eternal. Sati
could not accept any husband but
Lord Siva. How Lord Siva remar-
ried Durga as Himavati, the
daughter of the Himalayas, and
how Karttikeya was born, is a
great story in itself.

(Continued on page 22)
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Deepavali at NSW Parliament House
with partnership of BSPC

BSPC Shre Shree Shyama Puja 2012

Venue: Redgum Centre
2 Lane Street, Wentworthville
Date: Saturday 10 November 2012

Like last few years BSPC will proudly contrib-
ute and participate in celebrating Deepavali
at NSW Parliament House with other organisa-
tions and Hindu temples in NSW on Tuesday 13
November 2012. In this function Hindu communi-
ty leaders and Priests from various community
groups and temples along with NSW Ministers
and MPs will attend. BSPC has been a proud
member of the official executive committee of
this yearly celebration.

Membership Renewal

embers are earnestly requested to renew

their membership by paying the subscription
at the Durga Puja Donation counter. For your in-
formation, the membership subscription per year
is $25.00.

The Executive Committee highly appreciates your
valuable continued contribution in running and
driving the Societal activities.

CPCL News

Puja: 7.30 pm
Pushpanjali: 8.45 pm
Proshadam: 9.00 pm

Cultural Program: 9.30 pm

You are invited with your Family &
Friends

Puja Pronami

The Executive Committee has decided the Pronami
for this year's Durga Puja is $50 per member
family, and for Shyama Puja is $25. As usual, this
is a nominal amount. However, Society is always
open to accept any amount a member and
devotee wishes to donate.

Recently, following the Annual General Meeting in Au-
gust 2012, the new Executive Committee has restruc-
tured the CPCL Board and appointed a new seven
member Board of Directors for the year 2012-13. The
newly appointed CPCL Board in its first meeting has
allocated responsibilities of Board members as
follows:

¢ Mr Mrinalendu Dey, Director & Chairperson
¢ Dr Swapan Paul, Director & Vice Chairperson

¢ Dr Narayan Das, Director & Chief Operating
Officer

Mr Subal Chowdhury, Director & Treasurer
Dr Swapan Dey, Director

Mr Utpal Shaha, Director

¢ Mr Litu Podder, Director

The Board has noted lack of major initiatives during
last few years for obvious reasons. It has then
resolved to organise a strategy meeting after the
Durga Puja Festival to formulate short to medium term
action plans for the CPCL. The Board will invite partic-
ularly CPCL and BSPC executives, however, if any
other members are willing to attend may notify Dr
Narayan Das for the invite.

* & o

(Continued on page 13)
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BSPC AGM 2012 HELD SUCCESSFULLY

his year the Annual General

Meeting (AGM) 2012 of Bangla-
desh Society for Puja & Culture was
successfully held on Sunday 6" Au-
gust 2012 at Granville Town Hall, 10
Carlton Street, Granville. The meet-
ing was presided by the then Presi-
dent Mr Nirmal Chowdhury and con-
ducted by the then General Secre-
tary Mr Nirmalya Talukder. With an
overwhelming attendance the mem-
bers actively participated in construc-
tive discussion on various reports
presented in the meeting. In the end,
members elected a new Executive
Committee for the period of 2012-
2013.

During the meeting the, plus Treas-
urers’ report and the General Secre-
tary’s reports were presented.

General Secretary of BSPC Mr.
Nirmalya Talukder welcomed mem-
bers and thanked them for their
active participation in BSPC matters.
The meeting approved the Minutes
of the previous AGM.

In his report the CPCL Treasurer Mr.
Subal Chowdhury presented to
members the summary of financial
status of the CPCL. After the Treas-
urers report the CPCL COO Dr Nara-
yan Das gave a presentation on
CPCL’s current and future plan.

BSPC Treasurer Mr Nikhil Paul pre-
sented the financial report in a sum-
mary form for the financial year 2011
-12 that included the BSPC legal
expenses, and members approved

the financial report. In the General
Secretary’s report Mr Nirmalya Ta-
lukder mentioned about all activi-
ties that were carried out by the
EC. The report started with BSPC
reconciliation and court proceed-
ings where a brief of the reconcilia-
tion process and court proceedings
was presented. The EC paid spe-
cial thanks to Mr Nirmal Paul for
his hard work and effort as BSPC
Plaintiff. The EC also expressed
thanks and gratitude to our solici-
tors Mr Mukul Dey & Mr Rodney
Kent for soliciting our court pro-
ceedings, and Mr Roger de
Robillard for representing us as
Barrister in the Supreme Court.
The EC expressed its sincere
thanks to all members who gave
Affidavit and/or witness as well as
those who attended the court hear-
ings and provided financial assis-
tance to the court expenses. Mem-
bers present in the meeting ac-
cepted all these activities and ap-
preciated everyone involved in the
process.

The GS’s report also included a
summary of Workshop on achieve-
ments and planning that it held in
July. The program contained a rich
presentation on Court Proceed-
ings, planning on “BSPC Activi-
ties”, “Youth Participation”, “Review
of Constitution” and “CPCL”. Dur-
ing last financial year 12 new mem-
bers joined BSPC. Members pre-
sent in the AGM congratulated and
welcomed all these new members.
Then an open discussion took

place on the General Secretary’s
report. Members actively participat-
ed in the discussion of various as-
pects of this report and finally ap-
proved the GS’ report.

In conclusion, the President gave
his brief speech to the members by
thanking all for their support and
active participation in Societal mat-
ters. He also emphasised the im-
portance of getting our youngsters
involved the Societal activities and
expressed his hope of having it
continued. As per the constitution,
he then dissolved the current Ex-
ecutive Committee and handed
over the responsibility to the Elec-
tion Commissioner to conduct an
election to elect the new Executive
Committee members.

The General meeting minutes were
taken by Mr Arup Roy Chowdhury.

The election commissioner Dr Re-
nu Deb took the chair. By receiving
single nomination for each EC po-
sition she declared all nominees
elected without any contest. She
introduced all EC members one
after another, and announced that
name of the Public Officer who as
per the BSPC constitution is the
newly elected General Secretary
Mr Litu Podder. Members congrat-
ulated the newly elected EC.
Suring the Election process Dr Deb
was assisted by Mr Subal Chow-
dhury & Mr Ashoke Roy. The new
EC members are listed in page 2
of this issue of Nibedan

Thanks to the Election
Commissioner

The newly elect-
ed
Committee  ex- g
presses its sin-
cere thanks to
the election com-
missioner Dr
Renu
for conducting a

very successful Election to form the
new BSPC Executive Committee. Also
thanks to Mr Subal Chowdhury & Mr
Ashoke Roy for their assistance to the
Election Commissioner.

Executive

Deb-Das 1
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BSPC ACHIEVEMENTS AND PLANNING SESSION HELD

he last Executive Committee of

BSPC successfully held “BSPC
Planning and Workshop” on 24 June
2012 at Granville Town Hall, Gran-
ville. The objective of this planning
session was to present to members
the achievements of BSPC over past
year and a half that include the rec-
onciliation process and legal pro-
ceedings of BSPC, and future plan-
ning of BSPC. The session tried to
obtain members’ opinion and views
on how BSPC should be run in up-
coming years. A large number of
members attended this workshop
and contributed to the day’s program
through their opinion and sugges-
tions on BSPC activities.

The Achievements and Planning
sesisons was conducted by BSPC
General Secretary Mr Nirmalya Ta-
lukder and chaired by the President
Mr Nirmal Chowdhury. The work-
shop started with the welcoming
message from the General Secretary
and President. The GS Mr Talukder
then briefed members about the ob-
jectives of the event.

As part of the preparation of this
event, the EC formed some teams
headed by members and requested
them to prepare a report on their ini-
tial findings of the specific areas and
present that to members as the initial
findings. The areas presented were-

BSPC Achievements: This includ-
ed a presentation on recent BSPC
court matters followed by Q&A ses-
sion with members. Team leader- Mr
Nirmal Paul, Members- Mr Mrinal
Dey, Dr Narayan Das, Mr Nirmalya
Talukder and Mr Nirmal Chowdhury.

Planning of BSPC: This included
four different areas where members’
views were obtained on how we
should move forward in re-building
BSPC. The areas are-

Youth Participation: Team Leader-
Miss Tithan Paul, Member- Mr
Satyaijit Pal.

Review of BSPC Activities: Team
Leader- Mr Surajit Roy, Members-
Mr Rathindra Nath Dhali, Mr Dhruba
Bhowmik, Dr Bikash Ghosh, & Mr
Arup Roy Chowdhury.

CPCL Activities: Team Leader- Dr

Narayan Das, Members- Dr Swa-
pan Dey & Dr Swapan Paul.

BSPC Constitution Review:
Team Leader- Mr Mrinal Dey,
Members- Mr Nirmal Paul, Dr Na-
rayan Das & Dr Sudhir Lodh.

The program started with BSPC
Achievements. Mr Nirmal Paul and
his team members presented the
report that summarised various
areas of BSPC achievements es-
pecially, highlighting the BSPC
reconciliation process and the
court outcomes. Members present
appreciated Mr Paul for his dedica-
tion and hard work in the court pro-
ceedings as well as representing
the BSPC in the court as plaintiff.

In the planning of BSPC section, it
started with the “Youth Participa-
tion” part which was presented by
Miss Tithan Paul & Mr Satyaijit Pal.
In preparing the report they con-
ducted a survey among our young
generation which brought some
important points and suggestions
for the BSPC.

Summary of Youth Participation

Findings-

e Better organise the Art Competi-
tion — coordinated and assisted
by youths and children.

e Provide lessons to know about
Hindu culture.

e Young adults and youths to or-
ganise sports and other events
involving youths.

e Include local stuff in Debate/
Public speaking topics.

e Organise Gala Nites, Cultural
Shows, Run Fashion Show on
Gods/Goddesses.

e Assist youths with understand-
ing the meaning of Pujas, Anjali,
project on a projector screen the
Anjali mantras at the time of the
Anjali, Holi participation, Boisha-
khi Mela etc.

¢ Movie nights - religious/cultural

e BSPC Facebook page; Web
participation.

e Youth will modernise BSPC and
run it not the same way; adults
need to be open minded.

e Conduct feedback surveys regu-
larly and it should be done every
two/few years

e Our youths should get involved
with other community youth or-
ganisations

e Modernisation of BSPC by cre-
ating discussion forum,
YouTube, Facebook etc.

e Teaching of everyday puja ritu-
als at home such as Gita recita-
tion, Anhik etc.

The next presentation was BSPC
activities. Mr Surajit Roy and Mr
Rathindra Nath Dhali presented
this part.

Summary of BSPC Activities
Findings:

e Include new members- new mi-
grants, overseas students.

e Improve quality of existing
BSPC programs.

e Link BSPC to other mainstream
Australian Cultural activities eg.
Australia Day, Blood Donations
etc.

e Increase women participation.

e Encourage electronic communi-
cation.

e Find a permanent place for
BSPC.

e Maintain unity, respect, trans-
parency, business confidenti-
ality.

e Encourage youth and young
adults’ initiatives and participa-
tion in BSPC activities/works.

e Introduce exclusively women-
organised program for women
only.

e Reward children for voluntary
works, community works outside
BSPC works.

e Strengthen/restructure religious
learning by innovative/effective
way of providing religious les-
sons/learning.

e Women’s forum of BSPC with a
coordinator. Family initiatives for
religious learning.

CPCL Activities: This part could

(Continued on page 13)
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Forms of Maa Durga

(Continued from page 3)

Moonand jasmine. She is of eight
years old. Her clothes and orna-
ments are white and clean. She has
three eyes. She rides on bull. She
has four hands. The above left hand
is in ‘Avaya’, fearless mudra
(posture) and lower left hand holds
weapon ‘Trishul’. The above right
hand has ‘Tambourine’ and lower
right hand is in blessing posture. She
is calm and peaceful and exists in
peaceful style. It is said that when
the body of Gauri became dirty due
to dust and clay while observing pen-
ance, Shiva makes it clean with the
waters of the Ganges. Then her
body became bright like lightening.
Therefore, she is known as ‘Maha
Gauri’.

9) Siddhidatri

Ninth Durga is ‘Siddhidatri’. There
are eight Siddhis, they are- Anima,
Mahima, Garima, Laghima, Prapti,
Prakamya, lishitva & Vashitva. Maha
Shakti provides all these Siddhies
(successes). It is said in ‘Devipuran’
that the Supreme God Shiva got all
these Siddhies by worshipping Maha
Shakti. With her gratitude the half
body of Shiva has become of God-
dess and therefore his name
‘Ardhanarishvar’ has become fa-
mous. The goddess Siddhidatri rides
on Lion. She has four hands and
looks pleased. This form of Durga is
worshiped by all Gods, Rishis-Munis,
Siddhas, Yogis, Sadhakas and devo-
tees for attaining the highest reli-
gious rites.

(Source:
www.durga-puja.org/mythology.html)
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CPCL News

(Continued from page 8)

While the Board would be working on possible major
fund raising initiatives, it has emphasised the great
benefit of continuing regular fund raising arrange-
ment through direct and indirect contribution and
supporting activities from BSPC members and well-
wishers.

The Board once again has noted with thanks partici-
pation of all those members and supporters who
have been contributing to the Mandir (CPCL) fund.
The new Board earnestly requests BSPC members
to pay their contribution dues at the members’ earli-
est convenience.

In addition, the Board also reminds all BSPC mem-
bers and well-wishers to return Ghatts they currently
have at home and collect a new one from the CPCL
counter at the Durga Puja venue.

- CPCL Board

BSPC Achievements and Planning

(Continued from page 11)

not be presented in full length on the day due to short
of time which was later presented in the AGM. Sum-
mary of their findings are- “EC should arrange Fund
Raising events, such as cultural program by famous
artists, cultural nights and dinners, to raise fund for
purchasing land/property for the temple of BSPC in
cooperation with Directors of the CPCL Board.”

Constitutional Review: This part was presented by
Mr Mrinal Dey. The summary of the findings are - the
EC needs to make a sub-committee for “Constitution
Review” including members with knowledge of the pre-
vious Constitution and Regulations relating to the In-
corporated Associations and members, who are aware
of the needful to do for the best interest of the BSPC in
the long run.

The EC expressed its sincere thanks and gratitude to
all members for their participation and contribution to
this Achievements and Planning sessions. All findings
of the sessions have been passed on to the next EC
for their appropriate actions.

Shyama Dance-

Drama Partici-
pants in RNS

Program

Youngsters Achievements

Congratulations to our following young-
sters for their brilliant achievements in
securing a place in Selective School:

« Anosua Roy
School: Blacktown Girls High School
Parents: Mr Ashoke & Mrs Nipa Roy

e Rishi Dutta
School: Baulkham Hills High School
Parents: Mr Debashis & Mrs Jean Dutta

o Arpan Sengupta
School: Alexandria Park Community School
Parents: Mr Tapas & Mrs Shuvra Sengupta

o Arunima Basu
School: Girraween High School
Parents: Mr Aloke & Mrs Alpana Basu

e Prodipto Kumar Roy Chowdhury
School: Girraween High School
Parents: Mr Tapan Shil & Mrs Deepannita
Chowdhury
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Festive Durga Puja
- Arundhati Orchi Dhali (7)

Durga Puja is the biggest annual
festival for Bengali Hindus. Ma
Durga is the goddess of strength.
Like every year, we are waiting for
Durga Ma to come among us. This
year, Devi Durga will arrive on an
elephant. We all enjoy the puja by
praying to the goddess, playing
with friends, and also by making
new friends. We also enjoy
dancing and singing on stage in
the evening. Do you know that De-
vi Durga will leave by boat at the
end of the puja this year?

SOk R

My Bangladesh Trip
- Arkita Roy Chowdhury (8)

On the 23™ of June, my family and
| travelled to Bangladesh to attend
my mama’s wedding. We flew with
Malaysian Airlines. My uncle
drove us to Sydney Airport. | sat
next to my mum on the plane. |
watched a couple of kid’s movies
on the plane.

We reached Dhaka at 12:15am
local time. When we reached my
grandparents apartment in Dhaka,
| gave hugs to my dida, dadu,
mashimoni & my cousin. The next
day, my aunty and my mum went
to Kolkata for three days to buy
me jewellery & clothing. After a
few days, my mama arrived in
Dhaka and a few hours after him,
my mesho arrived from USA. Two
days later we went to Chittagong
where the wedding ceremony was
going to take place. We stayed at

my dadu’s house. Then on the 4™
of July, it was my uncle’s Bos-
tralanker. We had lots of yummy
food & met with lots of my mami’s
extended family members &
friends. At the end, everyone
danced (including me)! The next
day was the wedding.

My mashimoni, mum, Bithi aunty
and | went to a beauty parlour
called ‘Persona’, where the girls put
make-up on me and helped me to
put my sari on. Then we headed off
to the community centre where the
brides’ cousins and other family
members held a gate for my uncle
to cut and they sprayed foam on
us! Finally we entered the hall and
there were 2 stages. One was for
Bithi aunty and the other was for
my mama. Then both my mama
and aunty walked down to the man-
dap, where two priests were waiting
to perform the ceremony. | fell
asleep in the middle of the ceremo-
ny but | saw the video later &
watched the wedding. My auntie’s
chunry was tied to my uncle’s pan-
jabi and my aunty had to throw rice
slowly as she walked around the
mandap.

At dawn, when | woke up, | saw my
mami’s mum crying and then my
mami and her other relatives also
started to cry because my aunty
had to leave her parents’ for ever to
live with my mama. It was a sad
scene; my dad took my mami’'s
hands off from her mum’s hand.
Then we all came back to my
dadu’s house with my new mami,
where “Bodhu boron” happened &

everyone fed sweets to my mama
& mami. On 7™ of July, it was the
Jamai Bhata. The day after that we
came back to Dhaka to attend the
reception on 8" of July.

After a week, we had to leave
Bangladesh as we had reached at
the end of our trip. | was very sad
to leave all my relatives. On our
way back to Sydney, we stayed in
Kuala Lumpur for three day, | had
lots of fun in Bangladesh & Kuala
Lumpur; especially the wedding
and other ceremonies.

SO K R

My experience with the
underrated musical in-
strument Sarengi

- Neeladri Chakraborty (8)

Pundit Santosh Misra and Sangeet
Misra have made my best life ex-
perience with a Sarangi. | was fully
mistaken that Sarangi was another
name for sitar, but my imagination
came true when these duo played
Sarengi in front of my own eyes.

The History of this instrument

The most ancient of stringed in-
struments is mentioned in the Rig
Veda. It is likely that the upright
‘been’ is a modification of the earli-
er horizontally played Veena and
also it is quite likely that travelling
musicians, bands, mendicant and
entertainers will have tried to de-
velop the more primitive versions
of stringed instrument for accom-
paniment. A close relative of mod-
ern Sarengi is mentioned in 13"
century treatise on music called
Sangita Ratnakara by Sarang De-
va.

My Experience

Now | know how musical instru-
ments communicate with each oth-
er like harmonium and thabla, sa-
rangi and thabla and keyboard and
guitar. 8" September 2012 | have
seen Sarengi and thobla fighting
against raag Yuman it was  won-
derful it took 45min. Sangeet Mish-
ra started playing his Sarengi
when he was 4 and a half Santosh
Mishra was the same age as

(Continued on page 18)
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(Continued from page 17)

Sangeet Mishra to start his
Sarengi. Sangeet Mishra is the
son of Santosh Mishra. Sangeet
Mishra took long to be famous in
India.

Description of Sarengi

Sarengi is an instrument which is
horizontal sarangi players use a
bow made in horse tail. | have
seen the Sarengi for the first time
of my life | have talked to Pundit
Santosh Mishra that he became
Pundit because of his practise
and his fore fathers. The duo was
fantastic.

SO K R

The Great Grey
Sandwich

- Ritika Chowdhury (8)

The inside of the sandwich has
bronze lettuce strips with forgot-
ten pens. That fateful Tuesday,
Ben opened his school bag to
search for lunch. Grey fur stirred
as the oldest sandwich of all
came to life!

It jumped out of his school bag
with a start. Ben’s eyes were
glued to the sandwich and he did-
n't move a single muscle. The
disgusting sandwich waddled
along and stopped at Ben's
teacher's desk. He climbed up
the shiny desk and as soon as
the teacher looked at it, he froze
as if he was a toy. It croaked, “Lift
me up!”

Nothing happened so the sand-
wich opened the teacher’s drawer
and shoved itself in it. The mas-
termind sandwich was waiting for
the teacher’s hand to open the
drawer. After a few minutes, the
teacher opened the drawer and
SMASH! The sandwich threw
himself onto the teacher's face
and the teacher screamed! Ben
kind of started laughing and was
still kind of scared, but he bravely
threw the sandwich in the bin.
The sandwich never came alive
again.

SRR

Epic Adventure to
Queensland & Canberra
- Arnab Bhattacharya (10)

During our school holidays, my
dad decided to take our family to
Brisbane for a holiday trip. My
sister, my dad, my cousin (who
came from India) and | left Syd-
ney by plane on the 28" of Sep-
tember and we stayed at a rela-
tive’s house.

On the 29" September 2012, |
woke up early in the morning and
we got ready to go to MOVIE
WORLD in the Gold Coast. Once
we arrived at MOVIE WORLD,
we went on some of the rides.
Then, we went to see the HOL-
LYWOOQOD car stunts which were
totally epic! The story in the car
stunt show was that two thieves
broke into a jewellery shop and
the owner was so scared he ran
away and secretly called the po-
lice while they were stealing most
of the jewellery — then the police
was chasing them down while do-
ing epic car stunts and in the end
the thieves car was on fire! Then,
we went to see Ice Age 3 in 4D
and that was awesome! After that
we had ice cream and resumed
our rides. Then we had lunch and
again we went back to the rides.
Then we went to the parade of all
the characters like Batman, Bugs
Bunny etc. that we had seen
around that day and that was hi-
larious. Finally we went back to
one last ride called the Wild Wild
West. It's a mini rollercoaster but
on water where you get to ride
down a steep slope at the end. It
was so much fun | went on it
twice!

On the 30™ September 2012, we
visited two beaches: Shorncliffe
and Redcliffe. Whilst the beaches
were very beautiful, the trip was
not as fun as MOVIE WORLD
had been. On the 1st October
2012, we went to SEA WORLD in
Gold Coast. It wasn’t as fun as
MOVIE WORLD. All the rides had
to do with water, and | was feel-
ing a bit sick so | couldn’t go on
them. But the best part in SEA
WORLD was the dolphin and seal
show. It was absolutely astonish-
ing. There was also stunt jet-
skiing show and it was also

amazing. | definitely want to go
there again. On 2™ October 2012,
we had a trip around Brisbane
CBD. During that trip, we went
cruising around Brisbane River
and viewed the natural beauty of
Brisbane city. Then, | went to an
artificial beach on the bank of the
river where | spent about 2 hours
swimming about and having fun.
Then we had a lunch and we went
to the Brisbane Museum. We left
Brisbane for Sydney later that
evening.

After arrival to Sydney, my dad
and some other family friends
decided to go to Canberra togeth-
er. So on the 5™ October 2012,
our family and 3 other families
travelled to Canberra by car. We
stop at the Goulbourn McDonalds
for a break. After our break, we
headed straight to the flower festi-
val (the Floriade). To tell the truth,
| only cared about the rides as |
went on the “slippery slide” 20
times! Then, we had ice cream
and went to our motel we were
living in for a day. On 6" October,
we went to the Australian War
Memorial, Parliament House and
Questacon. Obviously for us kids,
Questacon was the best for us as
the science exhibitions were both
informative and lots of fun! We
then drove back to Sydney later
that evening. | had a really great
time travelling during these holi-
days!

SOKX R

Homework
- Neel Das (10)

Don’t you hate homework, some-
time it takes forever just to finish
your homework or sometimes you
just get bored, but you have to do
it or you wont get general
knowledge. General Knowledge
means that developing your brain
just a little by little. It will take time
to be smart like Einstein (etc).
Sometimes you have tutoring
which sucks the most, its like
school but more shorter breaks
(etc)

But if you think your smart like
Mini Einstein then answer these
five questions and ask Neel Das

(Continued on page 19)
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(Continued from page 18)
your answer to check your if your
General Knowledge has improved

What is the formula for a triangle?

What is the formula for a circle?

You have numbers of 1596 34 2
11. Use any operations to get
1350

15x157?
20x107?

SOKX R
How To Live Forever

- Debolina Chowdhury (11)
Here’s some advice:

Never ever satisfy your curiosity
by being dangerous, at least until
you have thought about it. This
has happened to me and so now |
have to suffer and regret my im-
maturity. | don’t want any one
else to ever feel the deep regret |
feel. It's true, when something
goes wrong; everything seems to
get worse and worse.

It all started when | was a child,
but that was centuries ago when |
was ten or eleven, may be your
age at the moment. | used to live
in @ museum full of every histori-
cal artefact you could imagine!
Ever since | had learnt to walk, |
had gone off exploring the huge
rooms and labyrinths of corridors.
Every night | would go exploring
with my cat, Sammy, and every
night | would find myself lost in a
new corridor or room | had never
seen before. The passageways
would twist and curve in all direc-
tions, sometimes leading to a fork
where | would just follow Sammy.
He would guide me through one
of the passages.

One night, | found myself once
again in a new corridor. This one
was different from the others. |
didn’t know why but it just
seemed different from the rest.
There was something in there
that | didn’t know about. It was
like a magnet; urging me to keep
going forward. It had succeeded
to urge me forward until | came to
a halt. In front of me was a -once
again -new room | had never
been in.

| curiously tried to push the door
open, but it wouldn’t budge. In all
my haste | realised that Sammy
wasn’'t with me anymore. | looked
around in the dark, (my eyes had
gotten used to the dark by then)
and looked behind me, but he was-
n’t there. | guess he had just left me
there to explore the museum by
myself. | wasn’t worried however as
Sammy always mysteriously disap-
peared, somehow always finding
his way back. | turned around to try
to open the door again but was
faced by an open door leading to a
small room. | went inside and sud-
denly the door closed behind me...

Out of the shadows loomed a frail
figure. Understanding that it would
not be able to come to me, | decid-
ed to move closer to it myself, deep
in curiously. Slowly | could make
out of face, then a body. ‘It’ turned
out to be an old lady. She appeared
to be in her 50’s but her behaviour
was like she was in her 100’s! With-
out a word, she handed me some-
thing wrapped in silk ribbon. It was
shaped like a rectangle and was
thick in width. | had guessed that it
was a book. There were many
questions popping up inside my
head but | stayed quiet, waiting for
the right moment to ask them.

“Who are you?” | asked in quaver-
ing voice.

“It does not matter about who | am,
all you need to know is to never ev-
er read the book!” she answered in
a soft but stern voice.

| got a little annoyed now and an-
swered almost at once, “Then what
is the point of giving it to me?!”

Before she could answer though, |
stomped out of the room. | found
the way back unusually quickly to-
night. | slumped into my bed and
put the wrapped book under my pil-
low. Before | knew it, | fell into an
uneasy sleep, tossing and turning. |
dreamt that | was back in the room
and the lady gave me the book and
when | went out the door, | heard
the lady screech, “Ha ha ha, you
will never find out the secret of the
book now, never!”

| woke up, recalling the events of
the dream. Now | was really deter-
mined to read the book. Who knew,
it could have just been a picture

book with no words so | wouldn’t
be able to read it anyway. Maybe
it was just a practical joke.

The title was written in big golden
letters: HOW TO LIVE FOREV-
ER.

SO KX R

Why | am curious about
Bangladesh

- Prodipto Roy Chowdhury(11)

| was born in Bangladesh in 2001
march 10. At the age of 5 | left my
home country to Australia with my
parents. But some memories just
don’t go away.

At the age of 3 | got a remote
control car. | played with it all the
time (besides when | was sleep-
ing or eating) until one day it was
faulty. This was the part that | re-
member best. | told my dad that
my car wasn’'t working. Immedi-
ately my dad told me to take it to
my grandma, so | did. My grand-
ma took the remote in her hands,
at that point | was a bit nervous
like any child would, and she
pushed the switch and my car
shot forward. | took the remote
from my grandma and ran after
the car.

After | came to Australia | forgot
all about the love and affection |
received in Bangladesh until my
grandma came to Australia. She
cared and loved me. Even when
she was sick her body fell but her
love and affection for me just
wouldn’t. She always made my
dad cater to all my needs and
make sure | could always get
what | wanted. From this
encounter with Bangladesh alto-
gether | was reminder of a frac-
tion of the love that | had re-
ceived. Bangladesh and other
countries have different cultures
and ways. In different countries |
have seen many parents that
have minimal affection for their
children. They leave 2 year olds
in day care and go to parties. Or if
daycare won’t take them they
would simply leave them at home.
My dad has sacrificed his whole
life for my future. He left his jobs

(Continued on page 20)
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(Continued from page 19)

and numerous loved ones behind
for that purpose.

But an foreigner can argue that
people from our cultures physical-
ly rectify their children. yes but
there is a reason behind that. If
they didn’t rectify us we would not
be like we are, would we? We
would become, not people, but
animals that are cunning and
disrespectful. We would be not
even worthy of the jungle.
Besides when parents in our
cultures rectify their children not
only are they rectifying their child
but they strike their hearts too. No
foreigner would understand these
complicated relationships.  Try
explaining your teachers or your
foreign friend this and you’ll see
what | mean. I'm not saying that
all Australians are the same but
they will never match us, that is a
promise.

Also another thing you will find if
you get a foreign student and
compare them to Bangladesh
students you will see that the
brilliance and achieved by the
Bengalis through pain staking-
hardship is 50 times more than
what and foreigner will ever even
TRY. This is an excellent
example of the outcome of par-
ents that rectify their children.

So as you can see Bengalis are
just some of the few people that
still have the respect and clarity of
live that god gave the world to
start with. So don’'t be ashamed
to say you’re from Bangladesh.
We not only believe but know we
are one of the best and will be.
Joy Bangla.

SHOK R

Niagara Falls in my
Eyes
- Joya Chowdhury (11)

Niagara Falls is the best-known
name for three waterfalls that run

are the Horseshoe Falls, the
American Falls and the Bridal Veil
Falls.

On the 14™ to the 15" of July this
year my family and my aunty (my
mashi along with her family who
lives in Toronto, Canada) drove to
the amazing Niagara Falls. After
having lunch and checking into
our hotel (which was walking
distance from the falls) we went
to actually see the amazing falls
for the first time. When | actually
saw the falls | was speechless.
Up close to the Horseshoe Falls |
thought it was raining,  but it was-
n’t really, it was actually the water
from the falls splashing up to
where we were. That's how
strong the Falls were. At night
there were colourful lights reflect-
ing onto the falls which made
them look even more beautiful
and spectacular. That night we
also watched a short 4D movie
called “Legends of Niagara Falls.”

The next day we went on a boat/
ship tour called “Maid of the Mist.”
It was basically an awesome boat
ride through the mist/fog of Niag-

ara Falls. It was soo cool! For this
we had to wear ponchos because
we got really wet. After that, we
went through the tunnels through
the cliffs of the Falls. We had to
wear ponchos for this too as we
got extremely wet on the lower
deck, because it was right next to
the Falls. Lastly, we watched a
4D movie called “Niagara’s Fury.”
| enjoyed that very much. And
guess what, we had to wear pon-
chos for that too! When we fin-
ished all our activities, we drove
back to Toronto.

| had lots of fun there, and | hope
you will too if you get a chance to
go there!

On the peak of Jade Mountain,
there was a small rigid mountain
which is now called the area of
Tokyo, in Japan. In 800 B.C.
there was an incredible Ninja in
the Mount Jade named Hitachi.
He was from a poor family and
was taught the art of Ninja by his
father Ashahito. He had to work
for the evil king Takahashi but he
really wanted to become an
adventurer and scour the lands in
search of a bride and fortune.

One day he realised that he could
not take the evilness and torture
of Takashi any more. So Hitachi
took some foods, clothes and
weapons with him and set off for
the main gate to get out of the
King’s castle. But as soon as he
walked through the gate he heard
one of the city’s guards called out
“hey, you stop right there”. As he
heard it he sprinted for his life but
a guard ahead caught him and
threw him into a horse-drawn
carriage. He was very tired
fighting with many warriors and
fell asleep in the carriage. When
he woke up and found himself be-
ing pulled into the temple where
the king lived and where he
worked. The cart pulled to a halt
and a guard grabbed hold of him
and escorted him to the prison
cell under the temple. He was put
into a tiny cell with another man.
The air was misty, the ground
was damp and dirty. The other
person was of medium height and
pale. He introduced himself as
Johnson and he seemed the
same age as Hitachi.

Later at his home his parents had
not heard from him and were
starting to worry. After spending a
few days in the prison cell he
became very friendly with his cell
mate. They started to make a
plan to escape. His cellmate had
an idea to try to escape the pris-
on. He said when the guard
comes with food you will distract
him while | steal the keys to open
the door. Hitachi accepted this
proposal and did complete the
mission successfully. He was now

through the international border KR determined to defeat Ta-
between the Canadian province Jade Mountain : A kashi and be the ruler of the city.
of Ontario, Canada and the U.S. . . .
state of New York. They form the Fantasy Story He trained day and night until he
southern end of the Niagara thought he was ready. He was
Gorge. From largest to smallest - Pritan Barai (11) (Continued on page 21)
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also trained in the art of
“Parkour” so he was able to climb
walls and leap from tower to
tower. His plan was to enter in
stealthily and not to be seen or
heard until he entered the king’s
throne room. Now he was ready;
he had his weapons and set to
go. He jumped on a wall and
grabbed an edge of an open
window and entered into the
King’s temple. A guard rusted
towards him but Hitachi defended
and knocked him down. He final-
ly got to the throne room where
King Takashi was sitting there.
Without hesitation he knocked
out the ruthless man and threw
him in a prison cell.

Hitachi saved the city from the
evil king. He then took the role of
the king and his family moved
into the temple and now he
became wealthy. The people of
the Jade Mountain city lived
happily during the rule of Hitachi.

SOK R

Should the Truth be
Concealed?

- Arghya Sen (12)

Is the world really that perfect? |
mean sure when it comes to the
beautiful cities, vast landscapes
and “wonderful” people, the world
is pretty great. But | wouldn’t be
so pleased. This is because of a
serious problem: RACISM.

It is said to be that racism is the
belief that either one race is
superior to another or when
someone is racially discriminat-
ing or mocking someone or many
people about their culture. But
racism can definitely hurt feel-
ings, but that is one of the minor
effects of racism. Many aspects
on the broader scale like war, ra-
cial discrimination, rioting and
segregation are much more detri-
mental. For example, Some Ab-
origines in their community of
Yuendumu, had travelled to Alice
Springs to take life-saving clas-

ses in preparation for the opening
of a swimming pool, located about
300 kilometres north-west of Alice
Springs. When they were checking
in to the Haven Hotel, complaints
were being fired out by the guests
saying that they were “frightened”
by the Aborigines and also loathed
them for having a different col-
oured skin. How can someone’s
colour of skin signify anything?
How can someone judge anybody
else based on their skin colour
without even knowing anything
about them? It's simply disgrace-
full This worldwide crisis didn’t just
a few years ago. It's been here for
centuries, maybe even since the
beginning of time. So why even
after so much time, hasn’'t there
been any change?

Many racial groups have been
forming all around the world and
obviously are not helping society,
or themselves. They are plainly ly-
ing to each other to what SHOULD
be reality and what truly does mat-
ter. Examples of such groups are
One Nation which was run by
Pauline Hanson. Pauline Hanson
spoke out strongly against multi-
culturalism and immigration in the
past. In her maiden speech to Fed-
eral Parliament in 1996, she called
for multiculturalism to be abolished
and said that Australia was in dan-
ger of becoming “swamped by
Asians". There are so many fac-
tors to this incident that are despic-
able. Since when was Australia
swamped by Asians? And without
multiculturalism, the uniqueness
and diversity of Australia would not
exist. So racism not only occurs
individually, but organisations also
strive for the disgrace.

Racism doesn’t spark from no-
where. It originates. And it's not
because of the neighbour next
door, or because your friend told
you to. It's the discriminator who's
performing it who is responsible.
What matters is that racism stops,
and that people understand that
it's the wrong thing to be. To judge
someone, to think of someone, as
inferior or “less” equal to you, is
simply an unforgivable sin. We are
all both equal and unique, in
countless ways and you should

always think of what ACTUALLY
matters.

SO KX R

All we already have
- Auntora Chowdhury (15)

A mother and a father laugh at their
children as they start a food fight,
watching them spill water every-
where, and throw rice at each other.

While another mother and father, risk
their lives every day in dangerous
work, earning just enough money to
feed their kids.

A man argues with his wife and stays
angry at her for a whole week be-
cause she stood up against him.

While another sits alone in his empty
home, in bitter realisation regretting
every moment he raised his voice
against her, to the day she just
couldn’t take it anymore.

A boy stresses his whole body out,
cuts himself off from his family and
friends, locked in his room worrying
over a maths exam.

While another boy, gave up school,
staying up every night, worrying
about how he’s going to feed his
family.

A teenager screams in joy for getting
an iPad for her birthday.

While another cries in joy, for realis-
ing all she ever wanted had always
been living under the same roof as
her for the past 15 years.

We all make mistakes; we all do
things we are sorry  for.
There are so many things we end up
regretting every day.

So many things in our lives, we take
for granted.

So much we should all be thankful
for.

Today we all have a special chance
to seek forgiveness, strength, and
thank Ma Durga for all we already
have.

SOK R
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Mother Durga and the Krishna Consciousness

(Continued from page 7)

In the Srimad Bhagavat Puran the
following verse was spoken by the
goddess of fortune, Sri Laksmidevi:

mat-praptaye jesa-surasuradayas

tapyanta ugram tapa aindriye
dhiyah

rite bhavat-pada-parayanan
na mam

vindanty aham tvad-dhridaya
yato jita

O supreme unconquerable Lord,
when they become absorbed in
thoughts of material enjoyment,
Lord Brahma and Lord Siva, as well
as other demigods and demons,
undergo severe penances and
austerities to receive my
benedictions. But | do not favor an-
yone, however great he may be;
unless he is always engaged in the
service of Your lotus feet. Because
| always keep You within my heart, |
cannot favor anyone but a devotee.
(SB 5.18.22)

The goddess of fortune, Sri
Laksmidevi, clearly states that she

does not bestow her favor on any
materialistic ~ person.  Although
sometimes a materialist becomes
very opulent in the eyes of another
materialist, such opulence s
bestowed upon him by the goddess
Durgadevi, a material expansion of
the goddess of fortune, not by Lak-
smidevi herself. Those who desire
material wealth worship Durgadevi
with the following mantra: dhanam
dehi rupam dehi rupa-pati-bhajam
dehi. “O worshipable mother
Durgadevi, please give me wealth,
strength, fame, a good wife and so
on.” By pleasing goddess Durga
one can obtain such benefits, but
since they are temporary, they re-
sult only in maya-sukha (illusory
happiness). As stated by Prahlada
Maharaja, maya-sukhaya bharam
udvahato vimurahan: [SB 7.9.43]
those who work very hard for mate-
rial benefits are vimurahas, the less
intelligent persons, because such
happiness will not endure. On the
other hand, devotees like Prahlada
and Dhruva Maharaja achieved
extraordinary material opulences,

but such opulences were not maya
-sukha. When a devotee acquires
unparalleled opulences, they are
the direct gifts of the goddess of
fortune, who resides in the heart of
Narayana.

By worshiping the Supreme Lord
Narayana all the demigods will be
satisfied.

yatha taror mula-nisecanena

tripyanti tat-skandha-
bhujopasakhah

pranopaharac ca yathendriyanam
tathaiva sarvarhanam acyutejya

“Just by pouring water on the root
of a tree, one nourishes its trunk
and all of its branches, fruits and
flowers, and just by supplying food
to the stomach; one satisfies all
the limbs of the body. Similarly, by
worshiping Lord Visnu one can
satisfy everyone.” (Srimad Bha-
gavatam 8.5.49)

The Krishna consciousness is not
a sectarian religious movement.
Rather, it is meant for all-
embracing welfare activities for the
world. One can enter this move-
ment without discrimination in
terms of caste, creed, religion or
nationality. If one is trained to
worship the Supreme Personality
of Godhead, Krishna, who is the
origin of visnu-tattva, one can
become fully satisfied and perfect
in all respects.

Jaya Ma Durga!
Hare Krishna!

SOK R
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Public Speaking & Debate Competition 2011 in Pictures

Debolina Chowdhury

1 i

Sudipto Sarker, presenting his Arghya Sen, presenting his talk on Pritha Barai, presenting her talk
talk on Sukanta Bhattacharya Kazi Nazrul Islam on Rabindra Nath Thakur
Debate Competition For Group Debate Competition Against Group

Srishti Saha, Tithi Saha Roy, Auntora Chowdhury & Sreya Gomes Shweta Dey, Promi Saha, Pouline Mallik & Misty Paul

NIBEDAN 24 Durga Puja 2012 Special Issue e 28



FAIZCFE NI Srorm!

Barrister Sirajul Haque
LL.B (Hons) LL.M (D.U), LLM (UNSW)

Registered Migration Agent No. 90005

Suite 30 Level 4
301 Castlereagh St. Sydney CBD
Phone: 9212 0601 (Chamber)
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A1 INSTANT PRINTING

7-9 Addison Road, Marrickville NSW 2204
Phone: 02 9565 2301, Fax: 02 9565 2302
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Credit Card Welcome

Phone: (02) 9280 2577 (9am-4pm) Fax: (02) 9211 5592, (02) 9929 7721 (10am—9pm)
5 Mobile: 0422 834 847 (Optus), 0404 392 618 (3 Mobile)
Email: bodiur@hotmail.com

Contact:
Lowest Fare
Bodiur Rahman (Hamim)
Shop 12, Railway Square Tunnel
Sydney 2000

Doonside Tropical Foods

Spices Super MarRet

A STORE WITH A DIFFERENCE

Specials for Bangladeshi People- Eid & Dewali Special Bashmati Rice Save $$$
e Bangladeshi Frozen Fish e India Today Classic 20kg bag $59.99

e All Indian Spices e Everyday Rice - Anmol Delight 20kg bag $25.00

e Frozen & Fresh Vegetables e All overseas calling cards from $6.49

* Most of Indian Dals « Bangladeshi Muri, Toast Biscuits, Chanachur etc.

Other Common Items-
e Fresh Vegetables e Frozen Meat e Frozen Samosa

First Continental Indian Outfit in Doonside!
Our Prices are as Low as it can be!!

Open Please visit us and Check our Prices!!!

7 Days 18 Hillend Road Doonside NSW 2767
Ph: (02) 9622 2451
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Brothers Halal Meat & Groceries

Shop 22B
Eastlakes Shopping Centre
Evans Avenue Eastlakes NSW 2018
Phone: (02) 8338 1400

N Chartered
y Accountants

N

'ol h NUMBER ONE IN NUMBERS
Advance Accountancy Advisory Services

it RN SR

Suite 19, 296 Marrickville Rd, Marrickville 2204
Tel: 02 8021 6313, 0411 314 155 Fax: 02 9568 4746
Email: kamruldk71@yahoo.com
Kamrul@advanceaccountancy.com.au
Website: www.advanceaccountancy.com.au

Kamrul Islam cA, cPA
Public Accountants
Registered Tax Agent
Justice of Peace
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VIC (03) 9982 0512 NSLW (02) 8188 0102 QLD (07) 3077 6646 SA (08) 7200 2528 LA (08) 6140 2433

www.pacific-media.tv
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/\ ASTHA & ASSOCIATES

ﬁ.S?:“:A Public Accountant. Reg. Tax Agent, Finance & Mortgage Consultant

ASTHA HOME LOAN

We are accredited with all major banks & financial institutions
Variable Intrest Rate 2 Years Fixed Rate

Comparison rate 5.93% Comparison rate 5.81%

. 5.61% 4.99%
Taxation & Accounting:

e Taxation * Home Loan

e GST *Land & Building Finance
e Company e Refinance

e Trust e Business Finance

e Superannuation e Car Loan
MFAA apPROVED | [0 Call 1300854 270

oS INSTITUTE OF PUBLIC p : ) ;
@ |PA ACCOONTANTS | Y BROKER | Australian credit
- Contact: Pankaj Rajbangshi

Unilodge, Shop-18,185-211 Broadway Ultino, NSW 2007
Tel: 02 9553 1619 | Fax: 02 8072 4480 | Mob: 040! 832 972
Email: info@astha.com.au www.astha.com.au

Licence Number: 163909C

Specialising in Residential Homes
Be 1t New, Renovating or just Extension

We Do It All

Vinesh Prakash
Phone/Fax: 9821 1021
Mobile: 0413 337929

Builders, Project Managers, Architects, Tradesmen &I Finance
One Stop Package Deal Available
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For regular Societal News and Activities, visit our Website:
www.bspc.org.au

JieErie BT | ‘ Bangladesh Society.

- A& 8 ALRETS

§| e

for Puja Culture Incq
LS y

— : Sydney, Australia

Durga Puja 2012 ‘ Saturday 27 October

Redgum Centre !, D . wWentworthville
2 Lane Street ' - NSW 2145

Ql%d l]\l.,iClg sh NOL lg tyl B i ot e T
ricing taghether f« war Culture & Valucs
Please click here for Durga Puja invitation & program details
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BSPC AGM 2012 Held

New Executive Committee Elected

Thanks to Raffle Draw Sponsors

B

T

BSPC members sincerely convey their thanks and apprecia-
tion to the following respectable members of the communi-
ty for sponsoring prizes for the Raffle Draw competition held
at BSPC Durga Puja Festival 2012.

The sponsors are:
1st Prize: Barrister Sirajul Haque (MS Haque & Associates)
2nd Prize: Brothers Halal Meat & Groceries (Eastlakes)

3rd Prize: Dr. Renu Deb-Das
4th Prize: Mr Nirmalya Talukder (Royal City Solicitor)

SR
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Bangladesh Society for Pja & Culture g

Proudly Presents -

Mondir Fundraising Nite

Sydney’s music maestro, with 35 years’ performance in more than 1700 concerts -

Av-ij it Sarkar's
Memorable Music E_xtrabaganza

Bijoy Dibosh, 16 December 2012, Sunday; 5.30pm

Red Gum Centre, 2 Lane St, Wentworthville [Minutes walk from the Rail Station]

Sit-in Dinner; Pre-booked Entry Fee (Donation for Mondir)
tickets with numbered seats $30 & S50

Contacts

Nirmalya Talukder 0401227529; Mrinal Dey 0402389065; Litu Podder 0408020688; Utpal Shaha
0431393890; Swapan Dey 0402388983; Subal Chowdhury 0404827399; Swapan Paul 0433019377;
Narayan Das 0433163753

In Close Association With -

Centre for Puja & Culture Ltd (CPCL)
Natraj Academy, Parramatta

www.bspc.org.au
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