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Greeting from the General Secretary

e welcome you to rejoice our devout ritual “Ma

Durga Puja”. In spite of living in a multicultural so-
ciety, we have been able to nourish our religious values
and customs. Like every year, we have arranged cele-
bration of ‘Ma Durga Puja’ festival this year with broader
perspectives, especially by arranging the events of the
day at ‘Ma Durga’ Temple.

‘Ma Durga’ is the symbol of victory over the evils and is
the ‘Goddess of Strength’ for establishing peace and
harmony. Peace is very much necessary for living. |
thank all of you for joining us on this religious day for
praying to ‘Ma Durga’. | believe that your presence will
encourage us and our new generation to contribute to
build a peaceful Society, where we all can live in har-
mony with  others.

| thank members of our Society for their valuable partici-
pation and contribution to make this sacred ritual suc-
cessful. Hope we all will enjoy and will be blessed by
“Ma Durga”.

Nirmalya Talukder
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BSPC believes in and Values Mutual Respect,
Friendliness, and greater Unity among Mem-
bers. Let us work together in building a
strong BSPC Organization.
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My Abandoned Love

- Shashanka Das

My sweet heart!
| saw you running,
Possibly you were roaming...
You were so cute.
My heart was warming-
to love you at once.
| was fearing you could be others’!
| was pursuing to make you ours.
You look at me with
the eyes of love!
Could be, you also wandering me?
Lastly you were mine.
| bought you.
It was my puppy

He was Pue.
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Durga Puja in the Life of Bengali Hindus

- Birupaksha Paul

hy are Bengalis so passionate about cele-

brating Durga Puja? Why is Durga Puja
the greatest religious festival among Bengali
Hindus? If we were to discuss the answers to
these questions thoroughly, we would probably
end up writing a book. Instead, this writing in-
tends to touch only a few vital points in regards
to the popula-rity of Durga Puja among Bengali
Hindus.

The historical origin of Durga Puja goes back to
the age of Rama Chandra. While fighting with
Ravana, who was favored by the goddess
Durga, Rama found it difficult to win the war. It
was clear to Rama that Ravana would re-
main invincible as long as Devi Durga continued
to protect her devotee, Ravana. Hence,
Rama decided to worship the goddess Durga in
order to win her favor. Pleased by the devotion
and rationality of Rama, Durga gave Rama the
power to win the war against Ravana. Since
then, worshiping Durga has become a symbol
of recovering from distress and sufferings of all
sorts.

Bengali Hindus liked this symbol more than any
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other races in India. As Bengalis are generally — B3 go° Y
introverted, they become easily fragile in the

face of adversities. They find a better peace of CoITCR TTC e Cole ot s,
mind in worshiping such a spiritual power as SRS SR A =fag 3
Durga, who is specialized in protecting her dis- T AT A T = facw =w e,
ciples and eradicating all sufferings from their ST —fReM -t getd e F=OE |
lives. The name ‘Durga’ originates from the

word ‘Durgati’ which means distress, sufferings, T IS, TN 9 sy <= eI,

or misery. Durga is believed to destroy all s Ry a3 T TS [ TS
these dangers and afflictions in the lives of her T el TET @3 =,
devotees. o ffow e ST ST T |

Although Bengali Hindus did not belong to a

matrimonial society, the ‘mother,’ which they R 9@ fJ| 9= TR s =,

call ‘Ma’ occupies a central and emotional place ST $12 W 215 AT SR |

in their psychology. While the ‘father’ symbol- TS G50 B T 6 =T,

izes financial security, the ‘mother’ signifies a =

lovely and emotive existence in life. Ma is the AT T PO AT el e, S

symbol of attachment, care, the deepest feeling

along with respect, emotion, and what not! ACREEE IR SR | Y R T,

Hence, worshiping a power in the form of ‘Ma’ feg=moh a1 <geere TERR [~

gives a special enrichment to the hearts of Ben- Toofes ST FAIICNT FCT,

gali Hindus. faffma gfefaa ©IAAR oA |

This autumn festival in celebration of Durga

Puja enables Bengalis to arrange family reun- e fr=t ey q Tl TR,

ions and re-vitalize family ties in a joyful way SR SR W TR SR

within their cultural milieu. The devotees feel a CTH Feell A Iefq = A,

sense of security, love, and virtue in the rituals SRR S facy IR e =7

of Durga Puja. The great goddess symbolizes

strength and motherhood in a unique way to her g @ -3 Tz <=,

follov_vers. That is why B_engall Hmdus_ are so aF W ST T +f3g S |

passionate about celebra-ting Durga Puja. SRS e fof SRR
[Cortland, NY, August 27, 2009] e e toice SitFe i)
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Deepavoli at NSW Parliament House
with partnership of BSPC
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Z=: qt At AR Tt AN
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Like last few years BSPC will proudly participate
in celebrating Deepavoli at NSW Parliament
House with other organisations and Hindu tem-
ples in NSW on Wednesday 21 October 2009. In
this function Hindu community leaders and
Priests from various community groups and tem-
ples along with NSW Ministers and MPs will at-
tend. BSPC has been a proud member of the
official executive committee of this yearly
celebration.

Membership Renewal

Members are earnestly requested to renew their
membership by paying the subscription at the
Durga puja Donation counter. For your informa-
tion, the membership subscription per year is
$25.00.

The Executive Committee highly appreciates
your valuable continued contribution in running
and driving the Societal activities.

Puja Reunion 2009

As a regular calender activity of the Society our
Puja Punormiloni (Reunion) will be held on Sun-
day 8 November 2009. The venue and program
schedule will be circulated on the Shyama Puja
day.

A colourful cultural function has been planned
with participation from our members and guests
artists. Please register your interest with our cul-
tural secretary Mr Dhruba Bhowmik to participate
in the cultural function.

Puja Pronami

The EC committee has decided the Pronami for this
year's Durga Puja is $50 per member family, for
Shyama Puja is $30, and $50 for Saraswati Puja.
As usual, this is a nominal amount. However, Soci-
ety is always open to accept any amount a member
and devotee wishes to donate.

Society’s honourable member Mr Tapash Saha’s fa-
ther Budhar Chandra Saha passed away at
around 6:10 am (Bangladesh time) on Tuesday 15th
September 2009 at Soharwardi Hosital in Dhaka. He
died at the age of 76. He left behind 4 sons and 2
daughters along with grand sons and grand daughters
as well as a lot of well wishers.

Society is saddened by the loss and prays for the de-
parted soul for rest in peace.
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CPCL News

It is a good news that the CPCL has taken a
new initiative in finding a suitable land for
our dream Mandir. The CPCL board will
soon draw a specific strategy on this matter
and propose to you for your kind considera-
tion.

While the Board is working on possible ma-
jor fund raising initiatives for establishing
the Mandir, it is fully aware of the great
benefit of regular funding arrangement
through direct and indirect contribution and
support from BSPC members and well-
wishers. The Board once again thanks to all
those who have been contributing the rec-
ommended $200 lump sum and monthly
contributions ($20 per month per member
family and $10 per month per single mem-
ber) to the Mandir (CPCL) fund. The Board
is requesting again the BSPC members to
pay their contribution dues (both $200 lump
sum and monthly contributions) at the mem-
bers’ earliest convenience.

In addition, the CPCL board would like to
request all BSPC members and well-
wishers to return Ghatts at the CPCL
counter during upcoming Shyama Puja and/
or collect a new Ghatt from the counter to
accumulate everyday puja pronamies, which
has been used by many BSPC members in
the past to raise funds for Mandir.

The CPCL board wishes you and your
family a very happy Dewali.

Global Food Crisis

(Continued from page 17)

and children from the developing
parts of the world, should not
have to bear alone the conse-
quences of natural disasters, po-
litical upheaval and civil conflict,
often leaving them stranded and
in urgent need of relief.

You may have heard about the
2008 Myanmar disaster. Cyclone
Nargis was a tropical cyclone
which hit India, Burma, Sri Lanka,
and our very own Bangladesh,
causing over 146 000 fatalities
and an estimate of 10 Billion US
dollars in damages. The local

food prices were instantly and
obviously affected as most busi-
nesses and markets had to close
due to the deterioration of condi-
tions, causing a two to three
times increase in prices! See
how lives can change overnight?

So what can WE do to change
the painful realities of their lives?
Wait for it to end? Studies are
saying these skyrocketing prices
and their backbone issues are
here to stay through 2015! Surely,
we could give something up for
six years and be almost com-
pletely unaffected, but that isn’t
the case for food. The element of
sacrifice together with the desire

to help creates a simple but effec-
tive method of fundraising for
those who are truly underprivi-
leged. Do the 40 Hour Famine
every year, sponsor as many chil-
dren possible in your financial
ability, become involved in active
organisations, and help to reduce
the detrimental effects of the
Global Food Crisis.
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My Favourite TV Show
- Arnab Bhattacharya (7)

| usually enjoy watching different
TV shows and particularly cartoon
show. My favourite TV cartoon
show is — “The Pinky and Perky
Show”. It is shown on ABC1 tele-
vision at 6:40 am in the mornings
and at 4:10 pm in the afternoons.

The Pinky and Perky show is
about two pig brothers called
Pinky and Perky. They work at the
TV station, PPC-TV. They have a
show there called the Pinky and
Perky show. Their manager is a
cat called KT. She is a very good
friend but gets very angry when-
ever they do something naughty.
The assistant at the studio is a tur-
tle called Wilberforce and he is
always making up ideas for the
Pinky and Perky Show. The owner
of the TV channel is Sir Percival, a
crazy pig who is always firing and
hiring workers. There is also a
very nasty Fox who always tries to
ruin Pinky and Perky’s show called
Foxy. But no matter how much
she tries, she can never beat
Pinky and Perky. Pinky and Perky
also run a cartoon on their show
called the adventures of Powerpig
and Porker who are both super-
heroes. Perky voices Powerpig
and Pinky voices Porker.

| really like the “Pinky and Perky”
Show because it is so funny and
enjoyable.

SO R

My Mum
- Aunonna Chowdhury (8)

My mum’s name is Perry,
And she loves to eat cherry.

My mum never lies,

And she loves to eat pies.
When my mum gives me a push
| say I’'m going into the bush.

I love my mum so much,
That we always keep in touch.
My heart and my mum’s heart,
Will never break apart.

SO R

The Bunyip
- Raajon Sen (Arghya) (9)

Once upon a time there lived a
Bunyip who did what he always did.
It ate little insects for breakfast, go
hunting throughout the day, and
slept next to a tall tree at night. But
he had a deep secret of his own-
he was an evil creature that tried to
trick all of the other animals in the
bush.

One unusual day, when the Bunyip
was hunting he met a kangaroo
called Mrs Kangaroo with her Joey.
When he set his eyes on them, his
mouth began to drool. He was so
famished! “Hmm”, he thought.
“The mother and Joey looks dunce.
Maybe if I tempt them with a fa-
vourite snack, the mother and her
Joey will become trapped together!
Hehehe!” So the Bunyip said
“Hello” to them, in a very disturb-
ing and suspicious way. The kanga-
roo was quite scared of his large
shape, but she smiled back trying
to be kind.

Suddenly, the Bunyip asked Mrs
Kangaroo and her Joey if they
would like to have dinner with him
at his tree. The kangaroo said she
would be delighted to come. So
that evening, the Bunyip set up a
net above a heap of fresh vegeta-

bles. His idea was that the mother
and her baby would be attracted
towards the vegetables, and then
he would drop the net above them
to trap them once and for all! How
clever he thought his plan was.

So that’s exactly how it went down
when they arrived. The Bunyip
was jumping so wildly with laugh-
ter that he didn't realise that the
kangaroo had clawed its way out
of the net. Now Mrs Kangaroo was
very furious! She did a 360 degree
spinning-kick at the malicious
monster and chased the Bunyip far
away from the bush. “I knew he
was up to no good, that Bunyip!”
she said. And with that, she res-
cued her Joey out of the trap and
together they ate their meal of
fresh vegetables in peace.

SO R

Respect
- Sudipta Sarkar (11)

The same respect you show the
familiar
The same respect you show oth-
ers
As you may treat people known to
you equally
But do so with others.

If ever there is a quarrel, the root
of it
Is hidden in respect.
If ever you want to seek a solution
to world wide
Discord, its foundations are hidden
in respect.

With out respect the world would
be in ravages
As well as a graveyard
Why make a truce while respect
dwells
And Mother Earth is relieved of a
burden.
While we create discord, Mother
Earth grins and bears it.

Why bother with enmities
When there’s work to be done with
respect.

No time can be wasted for trivial
matters
As this concerns every body.

(Continued on page 14)
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(Continued from page 13)

2. The Ruins

How fearsome is this old wall
Crushed and torn by time
And great town buildings broken,
Work of structures collapsing.

Tumbling towers and fine roofs,
Broken down old gates.
Ceilings fallen, torn apart
By the hand of fate.

Great bright coffee shops
Banquets in the hall
Once were filled with laughter
Time put paid to all.

SR

The Will Bender
- Pritha Barai (11)

“‘Bye, mum!” | shouted through
the door as it shut behind me. |
could hear my mother’'s worried
words carried on the wind. The
words soon became distant mur-
murs and | continued to head
down the street to the park. A
typical day in suburbia, a blue-
grey sky and not a trace of ex-
citement anywhere. Sauntering
down the street with my head
down and hood up | broke into a
run. Small drops of precipitation
began to collapse upon my back
and head, the rain fell heavier as
| passed the park gates and ran
towards an old band stand. |
skipped all three steps and leapt
onto the platform, relieved | was
out of the rain. It always rained
here. Not a day without at least
five minutes of downpour. |
sometimes wondered why, but it
seemed impractical to think that
in a town like mine. They always
the same thing, “It rains everyday
because the heavens are sad
that we humans cannot learn to
be humble. The rain is Heaven’s
tears, you see.” Their words were
religious, for you see; the town
was called Angels’ Bridge. | tend
to think of myself as a pagan, al-
though if | said that out loud, I'd
probably be taken to psychiatrist.
| saw the world through the eyes
of an outsider. It was strange and
unknown to my unwilling eyes.

The rain died down and at last
stopped. The patches of grass

were surrounded by pools of
muddy water and the puddles
were ringed with the remains of
the once-dry soil. My eyes had
wandered off and | found myself
looking at trees. | ripple went
through the leaves. It seemed
normal enough, until | realised
there was no breeze. | looked
again and the ripple was there,
but in a different tree. Something
dark and sinister looking spiralled
down the trunk. It could’ve been a
lizard, but what sort of lizard is
that size? My heart began to
pound in my ears as | saw | was
the only one in the park. Alone.
What was going to happen to
me? | was trapped on a band
stand alone with a monster which
was just out of earshot. | exam-
ined it from the distance | was at.
Standing still was probably my
best option at the moment
though. Its colour was rustic, like
brass a centrepiece. Its head was
elongated and machine-like.
Teeth were barred and serrated
and its jaw looked as if flesh had
been torn from it. Its limbs and
body were like mummified mus-
cles that had been repaired with
robotic parts that had rusted with
years of exposure to liquid. Six
fingers on its hands and tube like
organs on its back. No lungs,
heart or throat, just ribs and what
seemed like a collar. Its tail was
long and encased by an oxidized,
metal snake’s rib cage. It turned
its head towards me and | froze,
my fascination drowned in a sea
of fear that was surrounded by
inward-leaning mountains that
reached up overhead and para-
lysed me.

When it saw me, its eyes locking
on mine, a growl escaped from
my throat. My lips curled back
over my teeth and so did its. | did-
n’'t want to but another growl es-
caped the clutches of my fear. My
lips moved and | found myself
speaking with a voice so deep
and evil, it sent shivers down my
spine. “You shouldn’t have come
here human.” The sides of its
head glowed. “It's too dangerous
for a vulnerable young one like
you to be wandering around.”|
said, or at least | thought | said. |
didn’t want to speak. The thing
saw my puzzled expression and

lifted its arm. | lifted mine too. |
understood now, it spoke through
and acted through me. It thinks
and | say. My lips trembled. My
back was facing the steps. | took
a step back. “Escape is futile. Sur-
render your mind and | will spare
your life.” Surrender my mind?
What was going on? | had to
speak my own words now. |
opened my mouth without the
alien-monster-thingy controlling
me. The glowing on its head
stopped. “What do want with me?
What are you? Why are you
here?” | said. Its glow started
again and | began to speak its
thoughts again. “I simply need
your mind to feed on. You mind
being you will. I am a vestigobucol
from planet Minx. | have no pur-
pose here only that | am, as you
humans say, ‘taking a pit-stop’.”
Its glow stopped. | slipped back
into control of my mind. | thought
about his offer, my will or my life?
Should | keep my will and put oth-
ers in danger? Or give it up in or-
der to save my mother grief and
the town from devastation? “I sur-
render.” | said. The glow was
back.

“Are you sure about your deci-
sion? It's not too late to change
your mind.” The glowing faded
and stopped once again.

“No I'm sure.” The glow this time
was a quick rather than the slow
fade in- fade out like before. It dis-
appeared, then reappeared in
front of me.

(Continued on page 15)
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“Very well then human. From
now on, your will is mine. Your
decisions are mine and your fate
is mine. Lower your head.” The
glow was gone and | did as | was
told. | took off the hood and
waited. | wasn’t sure what to ex-
pect. Pain, a slight tingle or noth-
ing at all? My thoughts all discon-
tinued their train. For a few mo-
ments | saw nothing, felt nothing.
Then, my vision still impaired, |
felt the pain. The pain echoed
through the now empty cavern of
my mind. No words to describe it.
The decision of how to describe
it, no longer able to be made. It
was over. The pain, the deci-
sions, my life. It left leaving me
behind, standing motionless on
the band stand. My life now in the
hands of the stranger | feared
would end it...

SO R

My Cinderella story
- Arjun Sarker (12)

In the year 300X, there lived a girl
by the name of Xanthe. She lives
with her stepmother, Lady Stink
and her ugly stepsisters, Uglypig-
sty and Smella.

Every day Lady Stink would make
poor Xanthe do the most terrible
chores of the house while she
and the stepsisters lounge around
all day like pigs. The reason for
this is that Xanthe is far more
beautiful than they are and think
that if they overworked Xanthe,
her beauty would fade away.

One fateful morning, the ugly
stepsisters got so frustrated as
Regulation day was nearing that
they overworked Xanthe not only
with chores, but with getting them
dressed. Xanthe did the stepsis-
ters’ dressing so well that no-one
could recognize them, but Xanthe
was still more pretty, even wear-
ing her old rags. The stepsisters
then took more drastic measures
to be more beautiful than Xanthe.
Unfortunately for Xanthe, Uglypig-
sty decided on Kkiling Xanthe,
even Lady Stink agreed.

Later that evening, Xanthe was
crying next to the fireplace for she
had heard of the plan to kill her,

so she decided to run away. She
took a wishing seed, the best
dress she could find (given that
most of her clothes are old and
worn out) some money and put
then all in an empty coconut shell.
Then she got all the fabrics and
bed sheets and tied them by their
corners and a pillar and threw
them out the window, climbed
down and without looking back,
she ran into the forest.

The next morning, Xanthe went
into town to buy some food when
she saw a man running a contest
where the winner gets a rainbow
fish with jewel-encrusted scales.
As Xanthe approached the fish an
idea sprung into her head. She
thought that if she was able to get
the right materials, she could
make her own unique dress for
Regulation Day. But where would
she find the right materials?

She searched every shop in town
but found nothing she could use.
When Xanthe decided to go back
to her hiding place in the forest
she saw one of her stepsisters
crying. It was Smella.

“What do you want?” said Smella
as she saw Xanthe approach her.

“l just wanted to know what you
were crying about.” said Xanthe
comfortingly.

“What do you care?” Smella went
on “All I've ever done was make
your life miserable”. She hesi-
tated, then gave Xanthe a large
heavy bag. And with this, Smella
walked home.

As Xanthe opened the bag she
found fabrics and materials of all
kinds. Xanthe was so overjoyed
by this gift that she went to the
forest, took her wishing seed and
made a wish that she could
dance with prince Aranti at Regu-
lation day, and threw it in the
river.

It was Regulation day and Xanthe
had made a dress fit for a queen.
As soon as prince Aranti saw
Xanthe, he danced with her the
whole night. The next day they
got married.

This was definitely a wish come
true for Xanthe.

SO R

A Close Friend
- Auntora Chowdhury (12)

For words can’t describe
A special glance,

Or explain a skipping heart,
Or how you make my world so
right,

When we are apart...

So let me tell you what | mean
With this very special rhyme.
Your image feels my very soul,
Time after time, after time.

SO R

Hindu Mythology vs

The 21° Century
- Srestha Mazumder (13)

Hindu Mythology, there is more to
it than meets the human eyes.
Hinduism first came 4000 years
ago. We all know what Hinduism
is a religion with many gods and
goddess, each one representing
an aspect of life and how we
should live it. The Hindu religion
tells us to love all that is around
us, love all man kind and all relig-
ions. It tells us to give, and when
giving give with a pure and happy
heart, not a heavy one filled with
grief and hatred. Hinduism
teaches all to always see every-
thing in a good way. Never to say
or do or even think anything bad
about anybody. And the most five
important things which my guru
had told me once which are Sat
Goof, Do good, Think good, Be
good and Stay good. Hinduism is
a religion of love and peace as off
is all the other religions in the
world. As | said before Hinduism
teaches all these things. And we
the humans have respected and
have followed all those rules. But
ladies and gentle men we the
new generation, the people of the
21 century have forgotten all
these rules and have started to
do things that are not only harm-
ful for us but also the people
around us ho have to suffer for
our foolish decisions. Our actions
are destroying our own society
and culture. If you don’t under-
stand what im talking about well
then take a look around and then
think about the very few days we

(Continued on page 16)
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had of peace and when the peo-
ple of the earth had been so inno-
cent and nobody ever lied.

Here in the 21° Century our world
is filled with lies and cheats. You
see the kings lying to their sub-
jects. People in poorer country
living in poverty. People dying of
hunger, no shelter and the heat
and cold. As you see we people
have made this all by ourselves it
is a manmade disaster which has
no end to it. Many years ago eve-
rybody lived happily and without a
worry of steeping out of their door
steps. Women in many countries
are scared to step out of their
door steps in the fright of getting
abused. Well friends of the 21>
century you tell me is this right or
wrong? When ever something like
this happens we blame it on god
and say that “What ever god does
does it for good” But that folks is
not true. God didn’t do any of this.
We always call on god when such
matters arise but we humans are
so greedy that we have forgotten
how many times the gods have
descended and each time have
purified the earth. But as soon as
they leave we go on in the way
we did before. And think that all
will be fine. A perfect example is
when Ma Durga her self had de-
scended on earth, and when she
came she had taken a total of
nine days to destroy all evil that
has risen. So as you see god has
sent us to earth with a brain and
the knowledge to differ good from
bad. From a young age if a child
sees a scary picture they are
scared and thing it is bad, when
they see a nice colorful picture
with flowers they thing it is good.
As you see we are born with the
knowledge to differ these two
things from each other. But we
are such fools ourselves that we
do things bad ourselves and
blame it on others. We never
thing twice before doing anything.
And that folks is the reason for so
much treachery and misery going
on in the world today.

Hinduism and all the other relig-
ions in the world have all come
with the same message and that
is to love all around you. But as
the years have gone people have

changed the meaning and have
implied it to the outside world in a
way that people see bad of them.
It is true that people still follow the
rules that our guru’s have pointed
out, but along with that there is a
great deal of people who don’t. A
classical example is the example
of Ravan abducting Sita. Raven
had done a grave sin and crime
that is unacceptable even today.
People should learn from their
mistakes and also look around
them and follow the good sides.
But as you know some people are
foolish and never think twice of
what they are dong and what the
consequences will be. Which is
now the reason for so much dis-
ruption on this planet that was
walked by our gods and goddess
once before.

SO R

Durga Pooja
- Priyo Mazumder (14)

Durga Pooja is an important
Hindu festival which is marked by
worshipping Goddess Durga dur-
ing a period lasting 9 days. Cele-
brations of Durga Pooja are visi-
ble throughout the country includ-
ing the state of West Bengal, In-
dia and Bangladesh, Assam, Bi-
har etc where the festivities take
gigantic proportions. Many pan-
dals are decorated during the
Durga Pooja festival in honor of
goddess Durga. Fasting, festival
dishes, devotional songs and
decorations are some of the main
aspects of the Durga Pooja festi-
val.

Mother Durga is known to be a
very powerful Goddess in the
Hindu religion. Some other god-
dess’ are Goddess Laxmi and
Goddess Kali.

Hindu religion teaches people the
basic and most useful things to
do. Basically, it teaches us hon-
esty, devotion, loyalty, generosity,
responsibility, respectfulness,
loves to all mankind and every-
thing in the Earth ecosystem and
the most important thing in life to
be a good person.

Hindu religion is a religion that
existed nearly 4000 years ago
and is still worshipped and fol-

lowed by millions of devotees. It
is one of the largest religions in
the world. The Pooja is a festival
that brings peace and harmony in
the lives of the devotees. Pooja
brings immense happiness with it
and before going it leaves drops
of tears and the wait for it to come
again.

But in my opinion the Durga
Pooja is a festival that brings and
spreads colour of joy, happiness,
reunion and much more in our
prestigious lives.

SO R

Anger
- Sharmistha Sarkar (14)

Anger is fire
Steaming through hot head
Anger has no patience
No cool heads
Anger is hot and burning red
Anger is without thinking
Smashing so suddenly
Bleeding and bleeding to death.

2. Hate

Hate is mean

Hate is hurtful
Hate is the beastly eyes of devils
Rough and tough they punch and

kick
The fair skin is bruised and hurt
Rushed to hospital for stitches
and cliches.

3. Joy

Joy is the sense of victory
Joy is to be proud for
Joy is a blissful moment
Like to be victorious
Riding on a chariot.
The people crowding and cheer-
ing
As fame travels on one’s way
For victorious win, with joy
He or She’ll be in the pages of
history.

4. Happiness

Happiness is joy
Happiness is laughter
Happiness is feeling of fresh and
activeness
The sun shines up
So bright and beautiful

(Continued on page 17)
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Like a garden with roses and flowers
With fountains of sculptors.
Walking around the garden

Make us feel so happy and fancy.

SO R

Devi Durga: my Little
understanding
- Misty Paul (15)

Devi Maa Durga, for thousands of
years has been considered a signifi-
cant godly figure in Hinduism. An
embodiment of ‘shakt’ (creative
feminine force), she had gained her
name ‘Durga’ (The Invincible) after
killing the asura Durg. She is por-
trayed to ride on a lion/ tiger, haviel0
arms with weapons in each hand, a
meditative expression, and practice
mudras. Maa Durga also is one of
the forms of Devi, the core form of
every Hindu Goddess.

In Hinduism, Maa Durga she is de-
picted to be the fierce and demon
fighting form of Lord Shiva’s wife,
Parvati. She exists in a state of
svatantrya (dependence on the uni-
verse and nothing more) and also is
thought to be fiercely compassion-
ate, brave, patient and also a person
who has complete control in all situa-
tions.

Durga is regarded as the warrior as-
pect of the Devine mother, and her
darker re-incarnation is Maa Kali.
She appears to be a radiant god-
dess, glowing with passion and
power, with the third eye, ten com-
manding hands, thick voluminous
curly hair and a blazing red-golden
aura. Her form shows not only her
prestige, but the power she holds as
a godesss. Maa Durga’s feminine
powers as a goddess has been cre-
ated from the energies of the gods.
The weapons she holds in each
hand has been gifted to her by sev-
eral other gods, for example; Rudra’'s
trident, Vishnu's discus, Indra's thun-
derbolt, Brahma's kamandalu,
Kuber's Ratnahar and so on.

According to the narrative from the
Devi Mahatmya story of the Mar-
kandeya Purana text, Durga was cre-
ated as a warrior goddess to fight an
asura, (an inhumane force/demon)
named  Mahishasur. He had
unleashed a reign of terror on earth,

heaven and the nether worlds, and
he could not be defeated by any
man or god, anywhere. All the gods
soon found that they couldn’t stop
him, so they turned to Brahma, who
unfortunately could not do anything
either. Soon the gods lead by
Brahma went to Lord Shiva and
Vishnu, to seek help. The gods in-
cluding Shiva and Vishnu were furi-
ous about the situation on Earth.
Suddenly beams of energy
streamed from their body, and met
at the Ashram of the priest Katyan.
In the brilliance of the light Durga
had emerged, taking her name
from Katyan. She had now come to
defend the gods from Mahishasur.

Mabhishasur underestimated
Durga’s feminine power, only to re-
alise her strength, after she caused
severe earthquakes all around the
world simply by laughing. In fear
and uncertainty, he then tried to
attack her in many forms (buffalo,
elephant, lion and man) yet she
was always victorious. He tried to
destroy her once again, in the form
of a buffalo, but Maa Durga had
lost her patience. In anger she
raised her sword and decapitated

Mahishasur. This epic tale has
given Durga the nane: Mahishasur-
mardhini — the slayer of Ma-
hishasur.

Durga Puja is widely celebrated in
the Bengals, Orissa and Bihar, as it
is the biggest annual festivals in
these areas. It is also feverously
celebrated in all other parts of In-
dia, Bangladesh and Nepal.
Thought the puja is held over 4
days, Navrati is actually the period
of worship, which occurs in the 9
days prior to the last day called
Vijayadashami in North India or five
days in Bengal. Navadurga which
is the 9 aspects of Durga, is medi-
tated through these nine days, one
part each day, devout Shakti wor-
shippers.

Maa Durga, in the 21 century con-
tinues to be the ultimate symbol of
integrated force against evil, and is
worshipped and celebrated by
many devotees throughout the
globalised world. Through the
spread of Hinduism in both eastern
and western countries, her princi-
ples and compassion continues to
resonate in today’s world.

The Global Food Crisis
- Pradeepti Sen (Ankan) (15)

“Knowing that children are going
without food for one day is bad
enough, but knowing that, be-
cause of the global food crisis,
children are going without food for
days on end is simply too hard to
stomach.”

- Compassion Australia

900 million hungry people around
the world are struggling to eat one
small meal a day, estimated to
reach more than 1 BILLION by the
end of the year- a world record we
never wanted to set. People from
thirty-three countries are suffer-
ing. 25 000 children die from hun-
ger and preventable diseases
every day.

Those may have been just facts to
you, but in reality, they are people.
Children and families from mostly
Sub-Saharan Africa and Asia are
being destroyed by the famishing
Global Food Crisis. Although it is
almost impossible to pinpoint the
exact cause of soaring food prices,
experts infer rising fuel costs,
lower agricultural production,
weather shocks, more meat con-
sumption, and shifts to bio-fuel
crops each carry the blame. The
basic staples that feed the world
wheat, rice and corn continue their
unstoppable rise in cost and scar-
city, and claim countless lives
through ordinary illnesses such as
diarrhoea, malaria, tuberculosis
and respiratory disease.

Here in Australia we may be feel-
ing the pinch of having to pay a
few cents more for petrol and food,
but it is those who already struggle
to live on less than a dollar a day
that are paying the worst price of
all—the inability to feed their chil-
dren. Innocent civilians like women

(Continued on page 12)
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A1 INSTANT PRINTING

7-9 Addison Road, Marrickville NSW 2204
Phone: 02 9565 2301, Fax: 02 9565 2302

Doonside Tropical Foods

Spices Super MarRet

A STORE WITH A DIFFERENCE

Specials for Bangladeshi People- Eid & Dewali Special Bashmati Rice Save $$$

* Bangladeshi Frozen Fish ¢ Rozana Bashmati Rice (Pakistani) 25kg bag $39.99 (Save $5)

¢ All Indian Spices ] )
« Frozen & Fresh Vegetables e India Gate Classic 20kg bag $68.99

o Most of Indian Dals e All overseas calling cards from $6.99

Other Common ltems-
e Hindi Audio/Video Cassettes & DVDs for Sale & Hire
e Fresh Vegetables e Frozen Meat

First Continental Indian Outfit in Doonside!
Our Prices are as Low as it can bell

Please visit us and Check our Prices!!!

18 Hillend Road Doonside NSW 2767
Ph: (02) 9622 2451
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Credit Card Welcome

Phone: (02) 9280 2577 (9am-4pm) Fax: (02) 9211 5592, (02) 9929 7721 (10am—9pm)
Mobile: 0422 834 847 (Optus), 0404 392 618 (3 Mobile)
Email: bodiur@hotmail.com

Contact:
. . Lowest Fare
Bodiur Rahman (Hamim)
Shop 12, Railway Square Tunnel

Sydney 2000
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We are dedicated to serve the quality readers all over the
world with widest possible range of Bengali books available.

To place your order online please visit:
http://www.bengalibooksonline.com/

NOW!
Contact Email: bengalibookstore@gmail.com

ACCOTAX CONSULTANT

Public Accountant & Registered Tax Agent
Available Services

1515A Botany Road, Mascot NSW 2020 PO Box: 542 Mattraville, NSW 2036
Tel: 02-83389550 Mob: 0403191199 Fax: 02-83389510
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Barrister Sirajul Haque
LL.B (Hons) LL.M (D.U), LLM (UNSW)

MS Haque & Associates

Registered Migration Agent No. 90005

Suite 30 Level 4
301 Castlereagh St. Sydney CBD
Phone: 9212 0601 (Chamber)

Thanks to Raffle Draw Sponsors

BSPC members sincerely convey their thanks
and appreciation to the following respectable
community members for sponsoring prizes for
the Raffle Draw competition held at Durga Puja

Festival 2009.
The sponsors are-

1st Prize: Mr Nirmalya Talukder (Royal City Solicitor)
2nd Prize: Mr Sirajul Hague (MS Haque & Associates)
3rd Prize: Mr Pankaj Rajbonshi (Astha Home Loans)

4th Prize: Moon Spices (Bunnerong Rd, Kingsford)
FDH R
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