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Editorial

N tbedan is in its 12 year of

publication. n the last 11
years a lot of changes took place in
the way people communicates -
driven primarily by fast paced
technology changes §
‘consumerisation’ of technologies.

Email § nternet/Web are becoming
as ubiquitous as telephones § Tele-
visions in our society. This is not
only Limited to the younger genera-
tiow (the so called ‘Gen-Y’), wost of
our members of the ‘Gen-" (the 1st
generation of immigrants) also use
emails § web quite regularly in
their daily Life.

It is in this context that the Execu-
tive Committee decided to change
the delivery wmedium of Nibedan.
Except for the two big issues pub-
lished during Durga Puja §
Saraswatl Puja, the other issues of
Nibedan will be distributed on-line
through email (BSPC Yahoo group)

§ website (www.bspe.org.au).

Although this issue is being
delivered on-line, the structure §
format remain basically the same -
with minor changes in look § feel.
Further changes to this way be
considered in future, if necessary.

There is subtle change in another
area - the use of language of the
content, an attempt has been wade
to strike a balance between the use
of Bnglish § Bangla so that the
Nibedan becomes wore relevant to
our youngsters.

Constructive comments on any
aveas velated to Nibedan publica-
tion § the website ncluding the
above are welcome.

- Dr Bikash Gghosh

Durga Puja Festival 2007
Preliminary Program Outline

Friday, 19 October 2007

07:00pm Puja decoration, Puja preparation and

foods preparation (for Saturday)
Chondi Recitation

‘Puja Cultural Program’ stage rehearsal

07:30pm
08:00pm
09:00pm
10:30pm

Bodhon, Saptami and Astomi Puja
Prosadam & Closing

Saturday, 20 October 2007
08:30am
11:00am
12:30pm
01:30pm
02:30pm
03:30pm
04:30pm
06:00pm
08:00pm
09:00pm

Nabomi - Dasomi Puja
Kids’ Painting competition
Anjoli

Prosadam & Lunch

Puja Quiz
Puja Talk
Aarati Dance

Puja Cultural Program
Raffle Draw
Closing
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General Secretary's Message

Dear Members,
Namasker !

I am honoured and delighted to represent Bangladesh Society for Puja
and Culture as a General Secretary. All the achievements of the Soci-
ety are the combined effort of all of its honourable members. Known or
unnoticed many of our minor contribution make these huge achieve-
ments happen. On this occasion | would like to thank all of you one
more time.

In my opinion this is time for BSPC to also focus its view towards the
future. To keep an organization alive and active all the members need
to come forward and exchange opinion. | know many of us would like
to know what would happen when we are lot older. Would we be able
to participate in any activity of BSPC during that time? As a member |
desire to know what to do to keep BSPC active until then; who is going
to run this business and why? | know all of us have different views and
there are no right or wrong answers. We also know toady’s activist will
become tomorrow’s conformist. But still I'd wholeheartedly like to sum-
marise all of our futuristic vision regarding BSPC and set our path to-
wards that.

| know some of us are not as articulate as others in putting our views
and opinions. But still I'd like to get everyone’s opinion and contribu-
tion. Opinion must not be only in the verbalize way; several medium
are welcome and encouraged. So please come forward and create
some ‘mark’ for the future. If it is not the time then when it will be!

- Sushovan Das

CPC L News

The BSPC (after the AGM in June 2007 and assumed its office for
2007-08) has appointed the Board of Directors for the Centre for Puja
and Culture Ltd (CPCL) consisting of nine members. The appointed
members are: Dr Swapan Dey (Chairperson), Dr Narayan Das (Vice
Chairperson), Mr Subal Chowdhury (Treasurer), Mr Subrata Majumder
(Director, Secretary and Chief Operating Officer), Mr Mrinal Dey
(Director), Dr Sudhir Lodh (Director), Mr Bikash Nandy (Director) Dr
Swapan Paul (Director, ex-officio as President of the BSPC), Mr Su-
shovan Das (Director, ex-officio as the General Secretary of the BSPC.
Except Mr Sushovan Das, all other members are re-appointed in their
respective positions.

The new board has held two meetings; one on 29 July and the other
on 12 August 2007. The Board thanks the past Directors Mr Debabrata
Majumder (ex-officio) and Mr Nirmal Paul for their honorary contribu-
tions to the CPCL during 2006-07.

While the Board is working on one or more possible major fund raising
program, it also emphasises the need for regular funding arrangement
through direct and indirect contribution and support. In addition, the
CPCL board would like to request all BSPC members and well wishers
to contact the respective CPCL directors (as above) to collect a Ghatt
for making daily donations.

Recently, the board of the CPCL has been actively working on pur-
chasing a property/land for the CPCL. With all cooperating, we trust
our dream will be realised.

President's Message

Dear Members,
Namaskar !

It is with great honour and a sense
of responsibility that | assume the
role of the President of Bangladesh
Society for Puja & Culture Inc.
Since its foundation the members
of the Society have been making
enormous contributions in estab-
lishing the Society as a great insti-
tution. | feel proud of being part of
and contributing to this unique insti-
tution.

The current Executive Committee
is committed to serving the Society
in meeting and, where possible,
exceeding your expectations. All it
needs from you is your continued
support, cooperation and active
participation. Please enrich us with
new and exciting ideas and
thoughts. Now that the Society has
crossed more than a decade of its
journey it's time to re-draw future
‘road maps’ and re-position future
‘milestones’ so that by the next
decade we can achieve our desired
destination.

Together let’'s make the Society an
exciting and dynamic place.

- Dr Swapan Paul

The Society congratulates its
members Mrs. Deepannita
Chowdhury and Mr. Tapan K
Shil on the arrival of their son
Tonmoy (born on 8 July 2007).
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e Since the Durga Puja 'Tithi' falls on the week-end, the EC feels fortunate to
have decided to venerate Durga Puja festival over two days. It will start on
Friday (19" October 2007) evening and finish on Saturday (20" October
2007) at night. The venue is Granville Town Hall.

e Durga Puja donation will be $60 per member-family.

e The EC decided to re-appoint the willing members of the previous Board of

,Soci,etg News CPCL with the inclusion of the General Secretary as ex-officio member.
) e The EC extends its full support to the CPCL with the proposed purchase of a
Extract of major property in Western Sydney.
decisions taken at the e The EC adopted the idea of having a Ghatt (donation collection box) to collect
15t & 2™ EC meetings donation for CPCL before starting each EC meeting .

e The EC decided that the two big issues of 'Nibedan' (on Durga Puja and Saraswati Puja) in the print format and the rest
will be distributed as electronically in PDF format.

e Considering the decisions of the past EC and the demands for re-opening the Bangla School, a review was conducted,
following a survey. The EC in-principle agreed to re-open the School, however, after fulfilling the main recommendations
that were put forward by the sub-committee headed by Dr Amal Chakraborty and Mr Nirmal Chowdhury as the expert
member.

e To support Dipayon (Dipayon Chowdhury, a Bangladeshi student who is suffering from cancer), the EC decided to col-
lect donations from the BSPC members and well-wishers.

e The EC decided to organize a Fund-raising Concert for Dipayon, Bangladesh Flood Victims and CPCL on 8 September
2007. However, considering the number of similar concerts being organized in Sydney, the EC later decided to post-
pone it.

e The EC decided to organize a Fund-raising Concert for Dipayon, Bangladesh Flood Victims and CPCL on 8 September
2007. However, considering the number of similar concerts being organized in Sydney, the EC later decided to post-
pone it .

e For more responsible and participatory management of the business of the EC, the EC has assigned the Durga Puja
supervision & monitoring task to the Vice-President and asset management task to the Assistant General
Secretary.

e The EC decided to organize a planning session to take collective and consultative decisions by engaging its members
regarding current needs and future goals.

e The EC formed various sub-committees for the efficient management of its annual events.

o The EC has decided to add Australia Day celebration to the Annual Calendar of Events.

Planning Day 2007

Dear Members,

Namaskar !

To help running the Society in a logical and systematic manner, the Executive Committee seeks your ac-
tive and exclusive participation in formulating its short-, medium- and long-term strategic plans. On the
8th September 2007 you will have the opportunity to have your say in deciding the future course of run-
ning and shaping the Society - the way you want it.

Please mark this date in your diary for this exciting day.

The planning session will take place in Haberfield Community Centre from 3:00pm and finish at
7:00pm, with a short break. Facilitators will represent three generations of the Society members and help
extracting, synthesizing and collating ideas and thoughts.

Please consider this as an official invitation and we look forward to working with you then.

Dr Swapan Paul Mr Sushovan Das

President General Secretary
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Society Congratulates Our Selective Youngsters!

The Executive Committee congratulates the recently selected youngsters at various Selective Schools in
NSW. The EC wishes very best in their future endeavours. The selected youngsters are:

Name Parents Selective School

Anannya Bhattacharya Mr Paramesh Bhattacharya and Mrs Sydney Girls High
Swapna Bhattacharya

Avanti Mahajan Mr Sanjib Mahajan and Mrs Nilima Penrith Girls High
Mahajan

Moumita Chowdhury Mr Subal Chowdhury and Mrs Priti Penrith Girls High (Girraween
Chowdhury too)

Partho Saha [Pappu] Mr Pradip Saha & Mrs Paramita Saha Baulhkam Hills High

Srestha Mazumder Dr Debashish Mazumder and Mrs Haven  Macquarie Fields Selective
Mazumder School

A Special Announcement — Cultural Program for Durga Puja 2007

It's now the festive season! The Cultural Program Team of BSPC is organizing a spectacular cultural pro-
gram in our upcoming Durga Puja 2007. The cultural functions will be primarily performed by the young-
sters. A Geeti Alekkhya (the musical) consisting of songs, drama, dances, and poem recitations will be
staged on 20 October 2007 participated by all interested children of the Society. The detailed structure of
the musical will be announced soon. In the mean time all are requested to please note the following
details:

Rehearsal for the ‘Geeti Alekkhya’ will commence on 26 August 2007 at Mervyn Fletcher Hall, 81 Dal-
housie St Haberfield, from 3:00 pm — 7:00 pm. Further rehearsals will continue on 2 Sept, 8 Sept, 16
Sept, 23 Sept, 30 Sept, 7 Oct, and 14 Oct. And a final Dress/Stage rehearsal will be organized on 19 Oct
at Granville Town Hall, Granville from 8:00 pm — 9:30 pm.

Those who are interested to participate in our Durga Puja 2007 Cultural Program are cordially requested
to contact Amal Chakraborty, the Cultural Secretary through Ph: 02 97875283
Email: amalsydney@yahoo.com.au or any other BSPC EC members by 25 August 2007.

Thank you.

ISKCON Seeks Volunteers!

ISKCON has been needing volunteers for the Sri Krishna Janmastomi Festival on the 2nd September
2007. Please come forward and donate even a few hours of your time.

Contact Probhu Rajiv Dutta on 0422383115 to register your generous help
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New Member

The Executive Committee
confirmed the financial mem-
bership of Mr. Tapas Kumar
Sarker and congratulates and
welcomes him to the Society.
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Society Email Group & Website

The BSPC email group has been found to be the very effec-
tive way of communicating with our members. Most of the
day-to-day Society news are now circulated to our members
through this email group. It not only saves EC members’
time to communicate with the Society members but also
saves surface mailing cost. The Society is looking forward to
use this email group as the main communication medium to
its members. Note that the group is moderated.

If you are a member of the Society, currently have an email
access and are not yet enlisted in the email group then
please send an email request to the following address to get
enlisted:

BSPC_Members-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.au.
The website of the Society (www.bspc.org.au) is

currently being updated. Many of the public communications
to the members are also available at the website.

The website provides an avenue for our youngsters to
publish their creative works (poems, stories, articles etc.)
subject to the same guidelines used for publishing articles in
‘Nibedan’.

PRS’ email address: prs_bspc@yahoo.com.au

BSPC Website address: www.bspc.org.au
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Centre for Puja & Culture Ltd

MANDIR DONATION BOX

Please make your contribution & encourage others to contribute

Contact Sree Subal Chowdhury for a new
Ghatt on 9676 2515

Thank you for your generous contributions
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New Executive Committee

President Dr Swapan Paul
Vice President Dr Santosh Roy
General Secretary Mr Sushovan Das

Assistant General Secretary Mr Litu Podder
Treasurer Mr Sandip Guha

Cultural Secretary Dr Amal Chakraborty

Public Relations Secretary Dr Bikash Ghosh
Members Mr Bikash Nandy
Dr Sudhir Lodh

Dr Narayan Das
Dr Ratan Lal Kundu
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‘Save Dipayon’s Life !’ Initiative

Dipayon Chowdhury, a Bangladesh student in Sydney was
diagnosed with throat cancer and is currently under extensive
treatment at the Royal Prince of Wales Hospital, Randwick.
Sometime ago, the Executive Committee of the Society issued
an appeal to its members and well-wishers to contribute to
help raise funds to assist Dipayon in his fight with this misfor-
tune.

With your spontaneous response, generous support and kind
blessings the Society was able to generate over $3,500
donations from members and non-members. The Executive
Committee has been in continuous liaison with Dipayon and
his local guardian regarding his situation and also status of
fund collections. In consultation with them the Society has
decided to continue collection of donations and handover the
total amount at a time suitable to Dipayon.

Any donation that has been collected is being registered in a log book and the book will be given

to Dipayon and also a copy kept for records.

The Executive Committee sincerely thanks its members and non-members who donated and

blessed Dipayon in this emotional battle against cancer.
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BSPC member Mr Tapash Saha, who
currently resides in Melbourne with his
family, has recently lost his beloved
mother. She left behind her husband, 4
sons, 2 daughters, 10 grand sons/
daughters and many more.

The Executive Committee sends its
deepest condolences to her family and
prays to God for her eternal peace.
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SINGAPORE ﬂlﬂLIHES% MORE INFORMATION CONTACT
WAFIK GOBRAN

TEL. 8550 9855 (6 LINES)
FAX. 95690863,

SUITE 12/296 MARRICK VILLE RD. MARRICK VILLE. NSW 2204,
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